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South American Explorers 


SAE is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
With clubhouses in Cusco and Lima, Peru, 
and Quito, Ecuador, and U.S. headquarters 
in Ithaca, New York, SAE collects and makes 
available to its members up-to-date, reliable 
information about Central and South America. 

Membership is US $50 ($80 couple) per 
year and includes subscription to the quarterly 
magazine. Residents outside the U.S, add US 
$10 (US $7 for Canada) for postage. Those 
wishing to sign up in the United Kingdom can 
join through Bradt Publications (Please allow 
4-6 weeks to receive membership cards), 19 
High Street, Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks SL9 
9QE, U.K. 

Info@bradt-travelguides.com 


Aims and Purposes: 


SAE is dedicated to: 

eFurthering the exchange of information 
among travelers and researchers. 

¢Promoting responsible travel through publi- 
cation of pamphlets, information packets, the 
Internet, and its magazine, the South American 
Explorer. 

¢Publicizing projects aimed at improving social 
and environmental conditions in Latin America 
and collecting funds for their activities. 
eAwakening greater interest and appreciation 
for the welfare of endangered peoples, wildlife 
protection, and wilderness conservation. 
¢Collecting information on volunteer and 
research opportunities. 

°Fostering ties between non-profit organiza- 
tions, NGO’, conservation groups, and other 
socially and environmentally active organiza- 
tions. 


South American Explorer: 


A 64-page quarterly magazine with articles on 
adventure travel, scientific discovery, history, 
archaeology, mountaineering, native peoples, 
languages, anthropology, geology, and more. 


Membership Services include: 


°Knowledgeable Staff: Our friendly staff and 
volunteers provide advice and practical infor- 
mation to members. 

¢Networking: We assist members seeking trav- 
el companions for trips/expeditions, or seeking 
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to contact experts in a particular field. 
¢Volunteer Opportunities: We maintain a 
database of current volunteer opportunities in 
South America. 
¢Trip Reports: Trip Reports provide specialized 
information on just about everything—climb- 
ing Aconcagua, volunteering, learning Spanish, 
lining up a local tour operator, white-water 
rafting, hiking the Darien Gap, visiting the 
Galapagos, etc. 
¢Maps: The Club maintains a collection of 
topographical, geological, and road maps for 
member use and purchase. 
*Lending Library: There is an extensive 
library of both English and Spanish books at 
Clubhouses in Quito, Lima, and Cusco. / 
¢Merchandise for Sale: Books, maps, tapes, 
T-shirts and other items are on sale at 
Clubhouses, and through the Club’s catalog 
and website. 
Trip Planning: Members can call upon the 
SAE for help and trip-planning information. 
*Discounts: Members receive discounts from 
many local tour operators, hotels, and language 
schools. 
¢ Additional Member Services at Quito, Lima, 
and Cusco Clubhouses: 

Equipment Storage, Mail, Phone and 

Fax Services, Book Exchange Library, 

Message Board. 


To join the SAE: 
Contact us at our U.S. headquarters, use the 


order form on page 62, or sign up at one of the 
Clubhouses. 


U.S. HEADQUARTERS 

126 Indian Creek Road, Ithaca, NY, 14850, USA 
Phone: (607) 277-0488 

Fax: (607) 277-6122 

E-mail: explorer@saexplorers.org 
Website: http://www. saexplorers.org 
QUITO CLUBHOUSE 

Jorge Washington 311, Quito, Ecuador 
Phone/fax: (5932) 2225-228 

E-mail:: quitoclub@saexplorers.org 
LIMA CLUBHOUSE 

Calle Piura 135, Miraflores, Lima, Peru 
Phone/fax: (511) 445-3306 

E-mail: limaclub@saexplorers.org 
CUSCO CLUBHOUSE 

Choquechaca 188, No. 4, Cusco, Peru 
Phone/fax: (51 84) 245-484 

E-mail: cuscoclub@saexplorers.org 


Membership Categories 


Regular ($50 individual, $80 couple): Benefits 
include a subscription to the South American 
Explorer, discounts on items in our catalog, a 
laminated rabid bat spittle-proof membership 
card, use of our information and trip-planning 
services, storage for equipment and supplies at 
the Lima, Cusco, and Quito Clubhouses, etc. 

Contributing ($80 individual, $125 
couple): These members contribute immeasur- 
ably to the general cheer of their Club. These 
valued members receive a free T-shirt in addi- 
tion to the regular perks. 

Supporting ($150): As the name implies, 
these members are virtual pillars, generously 
supporting their Club in its heroic efforts. 
Supporting Members receive a book of their 
choice from our catalog. Finally, a Supporting 
Member may also bestow two free gift sub- 
scriptions to the South American Explorer at 
any time during the period of his/her member- 
ship. 

Life ($750): Our worthy Life Members 
receive all the benefits of club member- 
ship during their mortal tour of this planet. 
Esteemed Life Members are encouraged to 
choose any one of the books from our catalog. 
Life Members may also confer ten free gift 
subscriptions on their pals and cronies at any 
time. 

Afterlife ($7500): As an Afterlife Member you 
will, of course, receive all the benefits bestowed 
upon Regular, Contributing, Supporting, and 
Life Members. In addition, when you pass 
into the realm beyond, you will face eternity 
with serenity, assured of your Club’s perpetual 
gratitude. You will know the true meaning of 
immortality as you return each year to preside 
at the annual Club baccanal held in your honor. 
Imagine the envy of your fellow spirits when 
they witness this outpouring of affection and 
devotion to your revered memory, a blessed 
dividend of immortality that might have been 
theirs had they but followed your sublime 
example during their brief and pointless jigs 
upon the stage of life. 
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Traveller's Tale 
Dear SA Explorers, 


I’ve just become aware of your 
organization and I thought I’d write 
and explain how it came about. Last 
week I was staying in a small, family- 
run hotel called La Roussette on the 
east coast of Mahe, the main island 
of the Seychelles. I was browsing 
through their magazine rack where 
most items were in French when I 
was pleased to notice the English 
words, South American Explorer on 
the cover of a magazine. It was the 
Summer 2003 issue which had been 
sent to a Robert E Beach, at the 
coincidently named Beach Drive in 
St. Petersburg, Florida. If he is still a 
member and if he is wondering where 
he left his copy of the magazine, 
you can tell him that I found it 
in the Seychelles and have taken 
it with me. Of course, as I live in 
Mozambique and our postal system 
is not dependable, he’d have to come 
here in person to retrieve it! 


A few years ago, I visited South 
America (Peru, Brazil, Argentina, 
Chile and Easter Island) and I had 
organized a small group to visit 
Ecuador and the Galapagos earlier 
this year when I was offered a job 
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in Mozambique. I chose to come to 
Africa and the group went without 
me (although they reported that 
my planning and organization was 
excellent and they all had a great 
time). I’m sure I will get there 
eventually and I will certainly make 
use of your organization when I do. 


I enjoyed reading your magazine 
very much and found all the articles 
quite interesting. I particularly 
enjoyed the article about the history 
of Coca but only Part I was available. 
I'd love to read Part II. Is it at all 
possible that Part II: Coca, Casualty 
of the Drug Wars which would have 
appeared in the next issue (Winter 
2003??) is available as a .pdf file 
(or something similar) that could 
be sent to me by email? As I said, 
the postal system here is completely 
undependable so it is unlikely that 
anything mailed to me would arrive. 
Please let me know. 

There was also mention in the 
issue of your plans to set up an Asia 
Explorers group. Has that occurred? 
I’ve spent a great deal of time in 
South East Asia and the “Far East” so 
I would interested to learn.of those 
developments. 


Regards, 


Bruce H Coben.” 


Maputo Mozambique 
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What's In A Name? 
Dear Editor, 


I’m writing about an issue far 
more important than any debates 
over lost ruins or newly-reported 
finds: the pervasive use of this 
new adjective ‘Incan’ which has 
only appeared in the last few years, 
but has now spread like bindweed 
and has even been spotted in the 
hallowed journal of the SAEC. 

The adjective ‘Inca’ has been free- 
standing and sufficient for centuries. 
It does not need a redundant ‘n’ to 
prop it up, any more than the walls 
of Sacsahuaman do. 

Best wishes, 


Hugh Thomson 


ERRATA: 
Karl Wolf should have been 
credited with the photo that 


illustrated the article “Colombian 
Mule” in SAE #76 
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Chip Ahoy 


Sheep? SAE Members? Certainly not. 
So there’s no reason to take this amiss just 
because the device was developed to track 
livestock. Anyway, it works on livestock 
and it will probably work on SAE members. 
It’s already working for about 1 million cats 
and dogs that get lost or stolen. 

So what is it? Well, it’s a chip: a tiny, 
electronic capsule implanted under the 
skin. When you want to know something 
about the implantee, missing cat, or SAE 
member, you wave a wand at them or have 
them go through a metal tunnel, and you 
can read them like a can of soup at the 
grocery store. 


Invasion of privacy? Well, yes. There’s 
that, but you’ve got to understand. 
Members are an unruly lot. They move 
and don’t let you know. They drop out of 
sight just because one year they decide not 
to go to South America, but somewhere 
else. They get divorced. ‘They spend the 
money on food and forget to pay their 
dues. It’s hell. But all that could change 
with the help of a little chip. 


So, for instance, Jane Smithers, who used 
to be part of Jane and Mark Smithers runs 
off with somebody and forgets to sign up 
her new love. This irresponsible act costs 
the SAE a cool $30--more if they happen 
to be a contributing, supporting, or even 
life couple. With a small, hardly noticeable 
chip implanted in Jane and Mark, we’d 
know instantly here in Ithaca that they’d 
left the pasture . . . I mean, broken up, and 
we could contact them and suggest they 
patch things up or sign up the new mate. 


Or take Maude, who left on vacation 
in Europe and forgot, during her hasty 
departure, to renew her membership. A 
small shock administered while she lounges 
on the Lido would suffice to remind her. 


Do you know what it costs when a 
member moves and fails to notify us in a 
timely manner? The post office sends the 
South American Explorer back, knicking 
us $3.25 for the favor. Now the magazine’s 
no good having been kicked around the 
post office and has to be thrown out. So 


we have to take a brand new magazine and 
send that out to the new address. What 
does that cost? More than it should, 
because we can’t send it bulk mail, because 
there aren’t 200 pieces in the mailing, 
so we send it first class, and that costs 
$1.52. And who’s doing all this work of 
receiving the returned magazine, logging 
in the new address, sending out the second 
magazine, etc.? The membership services 
person, who expects to be paid U.S. wages, 
takes time off, and because of all this, is 
neglecting other more productive tasks 
which could bring in money and alleviate 
the general aura of poverty that hovers 
over our humble quarters here on the 
outskirts of Ithaca in New York State. 


So, the chip is the answer. Yes, in the 
wrong hands, implanting chips might not 
be a good idea, but we expect members 
reading this will voluntarily come forward 
to receive their chips, knowing that it’s 
the right thing to do. Also, be aware 
that the first one hundred chip recipients 
receive free of charge, a hundred word 
message for their loved ones in case they 
come to grief on a mountain, their kayak 
overturns in a raging torrent, or they are 
captured and eaten by ungrateful natives 
somewhere. Also included as a bonus for 
the first volunteers to be chipped, the SAE 
will include a brief medical history that 
will be useful to members should they be 
unable to communicate with the doctors in 
the emergency room or lose consciousness 
in a battle with a large animal or fish. This 
alone should convince skeptical members. 


Of course, we expect hate mail from 
the one or two gloom and doom dissident 
types out there—just probably not even 
members—squawking about Big Brother 
and the like. Well, just so you know, 
you're lucky your club cares enough to 
track you in the first place. This isn’t just 
a matter of bookkeeping, inventory, or 
getting membership fees on time. The 
chip will allow your club to periodically 
show its concern and ongoing interest in 
your activities, and, of course, be there no 
matter where you may roam. On reflection, 
we’re convinced that the benefits of chip 
technology outweigh any theoretical risks. 


In fairness to members there are a few 
side effects, such as tetanus (generally 
negligible if the chip is boiled for several 
minutes before insertion). Also, there has 
been at least one claim of seizures, but this 
is encouraging given the number of adverse 
affects reported by those receiving breast 
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implants and other objects via invasive 
surgical practices. The chip, remember, is 
hardly bigger than a grain of rice. Finally 
we have considered fears that the chip 
might wander throughout the body, end 
up in the aorta or even be expelled through 
some orifice. Rest assured, the SAE is 
studying these possibilities and will make 
the results of any research available at an 
appropriate time. 

In the meantime, we’re encouraging 
members to come forward soon, claim 
their bonus message to their loved ones, 
their abbreviated medical record, and five- 
dollar gift certificate toward an After-Life 
Membership. 


Will SAE members agree to be chipped? 
Of course. We have only to look at all 
the members that regularly sign-up as 
Contributing, Supporting, Life and After- 
Life Members. What other proof is needed? 
And so, as usual, we express our thanks to 
all those who have generously gone beyond 
the requirements of simple membership 
by selecting to join the higher and more 
esteemed categories of membership. To 


those our sincere thanks: 
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flight above Caras, landing tm stadion 


sing the old Inca Roads as 

a guide, my original idea 

was to paraglide from the 
equator, flying south to Chile, over 
territory trod by Manco Capac, 
Francisco Pizarro, Alexander of 
Humboldt, and Victor von Hagen. 
In many ways I failed, but it was an 
unforgettable adventure. 


I start out in Quito, where I stay 3 
months before heading south. This 
gives me time to meet and fly with 
Ecuadorian paragliders in Quito and 
Ibarra with whom I share many 
adventures. I also spend many hours 
learning Quechua with Don Enrique 
‘Tasiguano, a wise and learned teach- 
er among the cornfields in his lemon 


garden north of Quito. Between les- 
sons, I make several practice flights 
around Quito, braving the strong 
south winds that between April and 
July seldom fall below 40 km an 
hour. Because of the high winds, 
I was never able to fly from peak 
to peak, but I did make several 
trips from Pichincha, Atacazo, the 


South American Explorer 


Corazon, Ruminahui, Imbabura 
with one or another of my many 
Ecuadorian friends. I even managed 
a short flight from a spot above the 
refugio on Chimborazo. Of all these 
flights, the most spectacular was a 
night flight from Atacazo. All day 
I waited for clear skies. The clouds 
parted at dusk, and I took off, soar- 
ing over Quito with zillions of lights 
below and total 

darkness above. 


Leaving Quito behind, after vainly 
trying to fly across the ancient Inca 
trail of Ecuador, I crossed the Peru- 
Ecuador border, and continue on to 
Huancabamba where there’s an old 
Inca road that connected Cajamarca 
with Quito. 

Allalong the way friendly campesinos 
invite me into their huts, offering 
food and a place to sleep and often 

enough I am 
able to return 


Circling over JT togk off, soaring over _ their hospital- 


the city, on 


ity with some 


slight upwinds, Quito with zillions of food or sweets 
I had time to lights below and total © ‘eave one 


pick out a safe 


of the Spanish 


landing spot darkness above. paperbacks 
below and T’ve brought 
soon, in com- along. 

plete darkness, Three days 


I dropped onto a small vacant lot, 
in what turned out to be the district 
of Cutuglagua. Of all the inhabit- 
ants of this poor district, only one 
little boy had been looking up at the 
sky and saw me descend. He now 
watched in amazement as I packed 
my gear, still overwhelmed. 


Number 77, Fall 2004/Winter 2005 


heading south, up into the moun- 
tains, I come to the sacred lagoons. 
Here the Andes are low, just 4,000 
m, but the temperature is cold and 
the land is sparsely settled. Scattered 
all around the lagoons are signs and 
artifacts used in recent healing cer- 
emonies. It is one of the few places 
in the high mountains where I treat 
myself to a warm little fire and sleep 
soundly. The following day I reach 
Laguna del Rey, the highest of the 
healing lagoons at 3,730 m. I look 
over the ridge, down to the eastern 
Amazonian slopes of the Andes, but 
I can catch only rare glimpses of 
the magnificent Laguna Shimbe in 
the valley below, because low clouds 
reduce visibility to ten meters. This 
would have been a dream flight after 
4 days of climbing. Alas informa- 
tion about paragliding the Andes 
is scarce. My Russian topographi- 
cal maps indicate the geographical 
conditions are ideal for a flight, but 
the strong winds, rain and clouds I 
encounter make it unwise. I wait 
all day and spend the night up on 
the ridge. There’s no improvement. 
Strange will- o’-the-wisp-like lights 
appear after dusk. The tent barely 
holds up against the winds. In the 
morning, I continue on foot and by 
horse--fantastic landscapes every- 


2 some good barggiaing Nii 
igung and in the Mount Saquir 
that make up for the long hike. 


flight at Cordillera Blanca, in the background Huascaran 
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where, a paradise, but maybe not for 
paragliders. 

This changes when I reach the 
Huancabamba valley. There’s some 
good paragliding from Huitiligung 
and in the Mount Saquir Valley 
that make up for the long hike. In 
Polvasa I get a ride on a truck, trav- 
eling through the night squeezed in 
amongst 12 bags of coal, a dozen or 
sO campesinos, ten pigs, five goats, 
two sheep, many cats and chickens 
and stepping in at three o’clock in 
the morning, a stately black young 
bull. I jump out in Pucara, leaving 
the old Inca road for a side trip to 
Chachapoyas and a flight over the 


cloud forest. 


Huancavelica 


fter beautiful flights through 

the Santa Valley I arrive in 
uancavelica—a camp where 

the Spaniards mined mercury, indis- 
pensable in separating out gold. In 
Huancavelica I have the most mem- 
orable landing of the whole trip. I 
took off in the morning between 10 
and 11 in the morning, and rose on 
the thermals above the mountain 
Potoqchi. From here I spot the local 
stadium full of people. I dropped 
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down for a soft landing in the center 
of the green soccer field, and a large 
crowd immediately surrounds me. 
I receive thunderous applause from 
one and all, and am passed around 
like a teddy bear to pose with differ- 
ent people in photographs. Pretty 
teenagers throw kisses. Everybody 
wants autographs, or to shake hands. 
A military officer comes up, salutes, 
and makes note of the flight. For a 
short time I feel like the pope. In 
the hotel I sink on my bed and walk 
straight to Munchkin land, although 
it is only little after noon. The ten- 
sion at launch and the ballyhoo after 
landing was a little too much. Later 
on, a thunderstorm moves in with 
snow and hail. ‘To think that just 
three hours earlier I was gliding up 


there in the same sky. 


Sondor 


he Chankas ruled central 
Peru after the decline of 
the Huari, before the Incas 
finally conquered them in the 15th 
century. Their largest remaining 
temple known is Sondor, with 500 


steps leading to the summit where 
once on a stone altar humans were 
sacrificed. That evening as the wind 
dies down, I take off. Almost imme- 
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flight above the ruins of Sondor 
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Licancabur, camp at the summit, 3990 m, view out the tent to volcan Jurigues 


diately, I find myself soaring above 
the ruins, gliding here and there, off 
into the shadow of a mountain until 


it look up LOESEL Spay ‘ks suddenly I’m _ stopped—hanging 
and realize that Pm inexplicably in midair. I look up to 


see sparks and realize that I’m hang- 


el © hanging frou 1) po Wel ing from a power line high above 


ise above 
a. 


t h Cie the ground. Strange thoughts, far 
~ from panic drift through my mind. I 
remember my emergency rope, and 
pulling with both hands on my con- 
trol lines, I break free. The ground 
comes up very very fast, and hits me 
with full force. When I can finally 
breathe, I move some fingers, then 
some toes. Bliss. Everything still 
works. I’ve survived. Later I’m told, 
the line carries only 25,000 Volts. 
The real ones carry over 115,000 
Volts. Could I have felt the differ- 
ence? 

Two days I spend in the hotel, 
recovering and repairing my gear 
(yes, with needles and pins). Then 
it’s back to the same spot for another 
flight—this one longer and with a 
decent landing. The next day it fol- 
lows a third flight, where I am greet- 
ed at the landing by a French woman, 
“la belle et charmante Carole”. For a 
moment I’m happy... 


last part of crossing into the Huancabamba valley, 
paraglider in saddle bag 


Potosi, Cerro Rico 


After flights near Lake Titicaca, in 
the sacred Urubamba valley and in 
Cochabamba, I journey on to Potosi. As 
a teenager reading Eduardo Galeanos’ 
book about this fabulous city ’'d been 
fascinated by the history of this legend- 
ary mountain. Incas mined silver before 
the Spaniards arrived, but the Spaniards 
did it more efficiently. Thousands upon 
thousands of Indians died working in 
appalling conditions that reduced the life 
expectancy of a miner to 6 months or less. 
More than a million Indians died extract- 
ing gold that paid for the Spanish battles 
in Europe. But for a time the incredible 
quantities of silver transformed Potosi 
into the richest city on earth. With 
two hundred thousand inhabitants it was 
larger than either London or Paris, and 
while production continued, it shipped 
seventy thousand tons of silver to Spain. 
Then one day the silver ran out. The 
party was over. 

The Spaniards left. 

Today, Potosi attracts a scattering of 
tourists. They can go down into the tun- 
nels where miners continue to eke out 
a precarious existence digging for small 
amounts of silver and rare minerals. 

I climb the backside of the mountain. A 
few antennas stick out from the summit 
at 4760 m. There’s even a little house for 
the man who takes care of the antennas. 
Below the hut I build a launch pad of 
sorts and spend an hour positioning the 
paraglider in this utmost difficult terrain. 
I get off to a perfect launch and in min- 
utes I’m gliding a hundred meters above 
the mountain that looks like a Swiss 
cheese with its thousands of tunnels. 


Licancabur to Chile 


My travels take me southward through 
the flats of Uyuni to the volcano 
Licancabur. It is here that the Inca Road 
to the south leaves the high plane and 
turns towards the coast. I had hoped 
to fly over San Pedro de Atacama or at 
least as close as possible. With this in 
mind, I planned to climb the east side of 
Lincancabur for the flight west. From 
take off to landing one drops some three 
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thousand meters. 

While getting ready I meet some 
NASA scientists investigating life under 
extreme conditions. In the crater lake of 
Lincancabur, 5900 m at the top, there are 
tiny crawfish that survive despite intense 
ultraviolet radiation and nightly air tem- 
peratures that some nights drop to minus 
30° Celsius. Despite these temperatures, 
the lake never freezes completely because 
of the volcanic activity below. 

The night on the summit before my 
flight I spend chewing coca leaves, eating 
garlic, and drinking water to stave off a 
possible headache. It blows all night as 


... shipped seventy 
thousand tons of 
silver to Spain. 


the temperature drops to minus 16° C, 
but by six in the morning the wind dies 
down. I launch to the east, but there are 
not enough morning thermals to soar 
above the crater. I glide once around 
the volcano and then steer west. Below 
the enchanting Atacama Desert stretches 
wide. Later I learn the land below is 
filled with land mines over 500 thousand 
laid down by Chile in the ‘70s to thwart 
a possible invasion by Bolivia. But I land 
without mishap, with no explosions. I 
am in Chile. I pack my paraglider and 
throw the last of my coca leaves to the 
desert winds in gratitude for a wonderful 
flight. Then I set out on my way. I still 
have 10 km to go. 


www.gerdbreitenbach.de/anden=With 
a paraglider through the Andes 


Gerd Breitenbach was born somewhere in the 
backwoods of Germany. He spends most of 
his time playing the basset horn, or pounding 


away at the piano. He spends nearly all of 
the money he earns as a teacher, scientist, 
robotic engineer, or musician on travel in 
remote regions. 
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flight into the Huancabamba valley from Mount Saquir 
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The hillside slum of Vidigal, where many servants live. 
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rusty old Volkswagen bus rumbles 
Ai the crumbling cobblestone 

oad, and Rita and a few neigh- 
bors hop on to begin their two-hour 
daily commute from Miguel Couto to 
the ritzy Zona Sul area of Rio de Janeiro. 
They each close their eyes and pray that 
the bus won’t break down again. It’s five 
o’clock. In the morning. 

Two hours and one bus transfer later, 
Rita hops off a different Volkswagen 
and treks up the steep hill to our apart- 
ment. She waves to 
the doorman, who 
lets her in the ser- 
vice elevator. ‘Today is 
Wednesday, her day at 
the Flannigan home. 
She works for a differ- 
ent family each day of 
the week. ‘Tomorrow 
she’ll be in another 
elevator in another 
building. But it will 
always be the service 
elevator; no doorman 
allows a maid to go up and down the 
social elevator, for goodness’ sake! 

Rita unlocks the back door to our 
apartment (no maids go in and out of 
front doors either), and breathes a sigh 
of relief. For the next eight hours, she’ll 
enjoy filtered water, flushing toilets, and 
no stray bullets. 

Rita’s key chain unlocks a handful of 
high-rise apartments in the chicest neigh- 
borhoods of Rio. Many Brazilian fami- 
lies don’t trust their 
servants, and many 
servants are fired for 
stealing silver or jew- 
elry. Everyone trusts 
Rita. 

Rita is a_ typical 
daily maid in Brazil. 
Almost all middle- 
and upper class fami- 
lies have one. They 
pay a woman to come 
at least once and often 
five times per week to do the housework. 
Most employers do not know how to iron 
their own clothes, and many have never 
cooked a meal in their lives. It is not 
uncommon for one household to employ 
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For the next eight 
hours, she'll enjoy 
filtered water, 
flushing toilets, and 
no stray bullets. 


Most employers 
do not know how 
to iron their own 
clothes, and man 

have never cooked a 
meal in their lives. 


a maid, a nanny, a cook, and a driver, all 
full-time. Multiple-servant households 
are starting to downsize, though. Fewer 
Brazilian elite are able to feed both their 
own families and a handful of servants 
to wait on them. This means more and 
more laid-off servants are seeking a job. 

When we first arrived in Brazil, our new 
co-workers and neighbors approached 
us daily. “My maid needs another day’s 
work,” they’d say, or “My sister can 
iron those wrinkles out of your shirt.” 
The custodian at 
work became quite 
annoying with a daily 
health and _ finance 
report about his fam- 
ily . . . and his unem- 
ployed wife. But we 
were determined not 
to reinforce the class 
structure in Brazil, 
where the richest ten 
percent of the popula- 
tion hoards 47 percent 
of the wealth.! 

Then one evening, I met Rita at a 
friend’s home, babysitting in her free 
time so she could send her daughter to 
a Catholic school. I realized that while 
employing a housekeeper might con- 
done Brazil’s harsh class hierarchy, it also 
gives someone a much-needed paycheck. 
To be truthful, I was also a little envi- 
ous of my friend’s spotless apartment 
and home-cooked Brazilian cuisine. Rita 
started working for us the next week. 

My husband and 
I wave good morn- 
ing as we stop in the 
kitchen on our way to 
work. I smile to see 
my old polo stretched 
across Rita’s middle. 
Brazil does not have 
Goodwill stores or 
Salvation Armies grac- 
ing every town, but 
even if it did, we'd give 
Rita first dibs. Every 
month or two, we set out a box of old 
clothes and shoes we no longer wear, and 
Rita takes what she wants. Her favorite 
find was a pair of Nikes I accidentally 
bought too small. She wore them every 
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A maid carries the day’s groceries home to her employer. She'll spend a good part of the day 
cooking lunch and dinner. 
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day until her socks completely wore 
through the soles. I have no idea whether 
they even fit her feet. 

Many maids wear the traditional pink 
frocks or white uniforms: white pants, 
white t-shirt, white Keds. Their employ- 
ers prefer this, perhaps because it signi- 
fies the class division. The woman in 
white may answer the door to the pent- 
house, and she may look after everything 
and everybody inside, but she does not 
own the place. Rita prefers to wear the 
more interesting hand-me-downs from 
the women for whom she works, and her 
employers don’t mind. 

She is brewing coffee, so we pour our- 
selves a mug and ask about her daughter. 
Thirteen years ago, Rita and her husband 
adopted a baby girl whose parents were 
so poor they couldn’t feed her. Today, 
Ana Carolina is a favorite topic of con- 
versation. “She has almost finished the 
seventh grade,” Rita says proudly, show- 
ing us the latest photograph of a scrawny 
black girl with big eyes and a toothy 
smile. This is definitely an accomplish- 
ment; only 40 percent ot Brazilian youth 
reaches the fifth grade.? 

I have never asked Rita how far along 
in school she got before she became a 
housekeeper, but if her handwriting is 
any indication it wasn’t very far. She 
often leaves us notes telling what clean- 
ing supplies or cooking spices she used 
up. After studying the note for an hour 
and scratching our heads, we usually 
give up trying to read it and wait to ask 
her in person. Brazil’s literacy rate is 86 
percent,” but I wonder how many of 
the remaining 14 percent cannot legibly 
write. 

Before we leave for work, Rita asks, 
“What would you like me to cook today, 
Senhora Michelle?” I will never get used 
to that. Rita is twice my age, and she is 
calling me “ma’am.” I tell her to cook fei- 
joada, the staple beans, rice, and manioc 
flour combo that Rita and thousands of 
South American families love. It’s Brazil’s 
equivalent to macaroni and cheese, and 
Rita is quite skilled at cooking it. 

After we’re gone, Rita will spend the 
day sweeping floors, washing windows, 
dusting furniture, cleaning bathrooms, 
washing laundry, changing sheets, iron- 


ing shirts, cooking dinner, washing 
dishes, taking out trash, and giving 
the dog a bath. Brazil has no Pledge 
Wipes or Swiffer WetJets, and Rita 
actually gets down on her knees to 
polish the hardwood floors with a 
flannel cloth. Sometimes she also buys 
groceries, wheeling a metal handcart 


The richest ten 
percent of the 
population hoards 
47 percent of the 
wealth. 


down the hill to the neighborhood 
produce market. Rita gets more done 
in one day than I ever could in a 
month. 

If she could think of another task 
to do, she would do it. Anything to 
keep this job. We pay her 70 Brazilian 
reais (the equivalent of US$24) per 
day, almost twice the going rate. The 
monthly minimum wage here is 260 
reais* (roughly US$87) for full-time 
work, and Rita makes more than 
that in four days at our home. We 
would like to pay her more, but her 
other employers would be angry if we 
started paying 80 reais. They already 
feel like Ebenezer Scrooge for not 
matching our 70. We should probably 
give her a raise anyway. Instead, we 
watch the calendar and give Rita cash 
bonuses for Christmas, her birthday, 
and whatever other gift-giving occa- 
sions we can conjure. 

At the end of the day, Rita takes a 
shower and starts her long commute 
home. Most apartments in Rio de 
Janeiro have a servant’s quarters so the 
housekeeper can have her own six- 
by-ten bedroom next to the kitchen 
and work all the waking hours of 
her employer. Even in the grandest 
apartments, these cramped quarters 
typically have no air conditioning and 
contain a bathroom so small that the 
toilet is actually in the shower. Not 
surprisingly, Rita prefers to live in her 


Number 77, Fall 2004/Winter 2005 


own humble home with her own family. 

She catches the bus along the posh 
Ipanema Beach. She looks at all of the 
children playing in the sand and surfing 
in the waves, and wishes Ana Carolina 
could enjoy that. It’s been months since 
her daughter has seen the ocean. They 
live only a dozen miles inland, but that’s 
a long way on a sweaty bus in traffic, and 
they can’t afford to take pleasure trips. 

The bus drops Rita off at the base of a 
big hill in the outskirts of Rio, and she 
begins her nightly climb up the dirt path 
to her ramshackle house. She hurries. 
It’s 5:30pm, and soon it will be dark. 
The local drug gang controls the slum 
where she lives. They keep the cops 
and rival gangs at bay with smuggled or 
stolen Uzis and AK-47s, not to mention 
the usual handguns and switchblades. 
Many teenagers shoot heroine or snort 
cocaine. Most of the residents can’t find 
work, even as a daily maid. That makes 
for a very dangerous path, especially at 
night. 

Rita steps onto the dirt floor of her clay 
house with no windowpanes and starts 
cooking dinner. She hums softly, truly 
thankful for food to eat and a roof over 
her head. 


(Footnotes) — 


1 Human Development Report 2002, 
United Nation 2002, located at 
hitp://hdr.undp. org/statistics/data/ 
cty/cty_f_BRA.html (last “ke 
July 30, 2004) 


2 Brazil Gets an F in Education, 
Brazilian Culture (May 1995), 
located at http://www.brazzil.com/ 
cvrmay965.htm (last visited July 30, 
2004). 


3 Human Development Report 2002. 


4 Brazil Congress Ties Wage — 
Increase to Economic Growth 
(Update1), Bloomberg (July 13), 
located at http://quote.bloomberg. 

_ com/apps/news?pid=10000086& 

-sid=aEPxrmxwFw.c&refer=latin_ 
america (last visited July 30, 
2004). 


“Are you bored?” Gabriela asks me. | don’t know how to answer. 
I’ve been standing slack-jawed for several minutes in the dingy plaza, 
where bonfires provide the only light. It’s two in the morning on June 
21 and we're in Tiahauanaco, a hardscrabble village two hours outside 
of La Paz. At sunrise, traditional priests of the Aymara, the indigenous 
people who for centuries have lived high in the Bolivian Andes, will 
welcome the new year at the gateway of the sun, a monolithic stone 
archway that stands a mile outside of the village atop the ruins of the 
Tiahuanaco city state, which flourished for centuries before Christ. 
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or now, however, it’s very much the 
pe century. Dueling sound systems 
blast music ranging from traditional 
Bolivian folk to bass-heavy techno, shak- 
ing the plaza’s cracked concrete bandstand. 
Bolivian university students sporting NFL 
and NBA team jackets whirl through the 
rutted streets in a madcap frenzy, past run- 
down-looking shops and cantinas. It looks 
like a hyper kinetic Eastern European 
folk dance, with people linking arms to 
form human circles and spinning, spin- 
ning, spinning, held together as if by 
centripetal force. At any given moment, 
they all rush toward the center of the 
circle and then just as quickly bow outward 
reconfiguring the spinning orb. A British 
student whom I recognize from the bus 
I rode here from La Paz stumbles past, 
clutching a half-empty bottle of singani, a 
foul-smelling Bolivian spirit distilled from 
low-quality grapes. Revelers feed scattered 
bonfires with clumps of dry grass, the 
flames throwing an orange glow onto the 
dull walls that ring the plaza and providing 
some heat to ward off the subzero blasts 
whipping off the surrounding plains. A 
twenty something Bolivian pirouettes in 
his own little circle, a bemused look on his 
face and floppy ski cap clinging perilously 
atop his shaved head, the unofficial clown 
of this circus. 
I’ve been here barely fifteen minutes 
and I’m still trying to figure out what I’m 
seeing. I try to talk with Gabriela and her 


spinning, 


spinning, spinning, 
held together as if by 
centripetal force. 


friend Yolanda, university students from 
La Paz, but the language barrier makes it 
difficult. I settle for watching them bounce 
energetically to the music, until they each 
grab one of my arms and pull me into the 
melee. As we spin riotously through the 
streets, sparks crackle through the night 
sky. The bacchanal seems strangely out of 
place, a scene of decadence that inverts the 
spirit that sustains rural Bolivians. 

In this rugged, remote land, high in 
the Andes, it’s a Darwinian contest for 
survival, where people wrench a living 
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from some of the harshest conditions on earth. 
On the altiplano, or high plain, outside La 
Paz, where most people live in windswept vil- 
lages like Tiahuanaco, the landscape looks like 
a romantic’s vision of the American West, with 
all the natural features exaggerated, a barren, 
desolate vision that seems to extend into infin- 
ity. Winds swirl dust along unpaved village 
streets. Temperatures can go from freezing at 
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daybreak into the 80s(Fahrenheit) by noon. At 
12,000 feet, the soil is rocky, the air thin and the 
sun unforgiving. Annual per capita income is 
around U.S.$1,000. Those who can’t wrench a 
living from the harsh soil often end up as miners 
in working conditions out of the 19™ century. 
It’s not an easy life, and it has forged a stubborn, 
independent-minded population. In 1946, the 
U.S. ambassador gave an eyewitness account 
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of a revolt in La Paz against a military dictator 
in which “Hundreds of Students and their sup- 
porters, all armed with rifles, are already gather- 
ing outside the Embassy windows for an attack 
on the traffic-police headquarters.” 

And then: 

“The traffic headquarters are soon taken, and 


.. .the landscape looks 
like a romantic’s vision 
of the American West... 


part of the mob moves on to the prison and 
another part to the police school. These points 
are reduced, and now the whole group joins for 
an assault on the Presidential Palace.” 

Finally: 

“The crowd enters. Not long after, the 
President and his two assistants are thrown to 
the pavement. They are all horribly mutilated, 
and are subsequently hanged to lamp posts.” 

It wasn’t the first, or last time the people have 
risen up against their leaders. Many Bolivians are 
of pure Indian blood, including the descendents 
of the Aymara, who make up about 25 percent 
of the country’s population. The Aymara resist- 
ed conquest by the Incas. The Aymara put up a 
strong fight against the Spanish conquistadors. 
They retained their own language and fused 
the Catholicism of missionaries with traditional 
religious practices to create a folksy hybrid that 
includes worship of the sun and animal sacri- 
fices to Pachamama, the earth mother. They 
are a tough people in a tough place. Intrigued 
by this solitude and self-reliance in the face of 
such harsh conditions, I set off for Bolivia, not 
sure exactly what I was looking for, but certain 
I would find something in the Aymara New 
Year, certain to be a magic ritual of rebirth 
and renewal. In La Paz, I found thin mountain 
air and shops specializing in Llama souvenirs. 
Llamas carved in leather. Llamas embroidered 
into satchels and caps. Llama fetuses, to be 
buried in a home’s foundation to bring future 
prosperity. A few weeks later, I stepped off the 
bus in Tiahuanaco. There wasn’t a llama in 
sight, just rows of idling buses burning unleaded 
gas and spewing their fumes into the freezing 
pitch-black night. 

Back in the plaza, we take a break from 
dancing, but Gabriela, Yolanda, and several 
of their friends sway to the beat, with danc- 
ers’ energy coursing through their shimmering 
arms and legs. All around me are people wear- 
ing American brands; caps and jackets from 
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American sports teams. Chicago Bulls. 
Dallas Cowboys. Anaheim Mighty Ducks. 
Yolanda adjusts her New Orleans Hornets 
cap. “Do you like to dance?” she asks me, 
frosty breaths puffing out from her wide 
grin. All I can do is smile weakly, still try- 
ing to catch my breath from our extended 
whirl around the plaza. We start to walk. 
I gather we’re heading toward the ruins. 
I walk alongside Gabriela, her black hair 
shiny in the orange glow of the fires. We 
pass out of the plaza and walk along a road, 
really just a narrow dirt and gravel track 
crowded with revelers that leads out of 
town and to the ruins. We kick up dust as 
we walk past ramshackle houses lining nar- 
row alleys, neighborhoods where no one 
seems to be home. 

The houses gradually become fewer and 
farther between. I think the crowd should 
have dissipated the further we walked from 
the square, but Gabriela and I are squeezed 
in tight among a mass of people who shuffle 
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and stagger along the road in various stages of 
inebriation. There’s tension in the air, a feeling 
of expectation for what's down the road. Endless 
bonfires march to the horizon in the grassy 


There’s tension in the 
atr, a feeling of 
expectation for what's 
down the road. 


fields that line the road, some burning just a 
few yards from parked vehicles. The flames 
release acrid, sulfurous clouds of smoke, coating 
everything with a dull pall. The crowd hasn’t 
thinned a bit. Soon, we’re walking alongside 
railroad tracks and then passing by Tiahuanaco’s 
shuttered train station, idled as part of a blitz 
of government-ordered privatization of major 


services and industries. Nearby is a row of low- 
slung wooden sheds, covered with Inca kitsch, 
selling souvenirs and American snack foods. It 
reminds me of the streets of La Paz, where clots 
of peddlers crowd in front of empty storefronts, 
their cheap tables crowded with everything 
from potatoes to computer parts. 

The sight of the stands makes me hungry, 
but they’re all closed. The only food I’ve seen 
all night were questionable-looking hot dogs 
back in the plaza, plucked from open kettles of 
boiling water that sat wobbly atop open propane 
burners. Meanwhile, all around me people con- 
tinue to slug down a variety of booze straight 
from the bottle. I suck on the honey-lemon 
cough drops I picked up last week for the raspy 
throat I developed while traveling to another 
village, my first exposure to the winds of the 
altiplano, which howled all night outside my 
window like banshees. Gabriela falls quiet as we 
nudge along through the crowd. Our pace slows 
considerably, and I catch a glance of a chain 
link fence up ahead, the entrance to the ruins. 
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I check my watch — 4 a.m. According to the 
paper I bought in La Paz earlier today, sunrise 
will be at 5:30. Still plenty of time to stake out 
a good spot to watch the priests welcome the 
new year. The anticipation grows thick as well. 
We're here for the melding of the sacred with 
the cycles of earthly life, bringing us all in con- 
nection with the earth and showing respect for 
the power it has to both give and take life. 

My thoughts are interrupted by Gabriela’s 
voice. “Do you have your ticket?” 
she says. I feel a jolt of panic. I 
passed on buying a ticket earlier, 
taking the freewheeling approach 
and figuring I’d pay at the gate. As 
everyone around me is pulling out 
tickets, I realize that isn’t an option. 
I’m slammed back into panic mode 
as I catch site of the impromptu 
ticket shed that stands outside the 
museum that abuts the ruins, winged 
by police in riot gear and, of course, 
bonfires. I take a deep breath and 
plunge into the mob. The cacophony inside 
is disorienting. Sounds of desperation are all 
around, an echo chamber contained within 
more bare concrete walls. A sea of desperate 
faces harshly lit by fluorescent light. In the 
midst of it all, a young fortuneteller sets stone- 
faced atop a rickety card table, taking cash for 
good fortune in the new year. Stashing the 
bills underneath his multicolored poncho. He 
certainly has picked the right place to soothe 
people’s minds. My height gives me an advan- 
tage in the mob, but that doesn’t stop my body 
from being poked, prodded and pushed like a 
scarecrow under assault in the fields. My parka 
is nearly ripped off. I’m not even thinking about 
the sunrise. I just want to survive. Somehow, I 
fight my way through the mob and get a ticket. 
I make it back outside, still frantic. I’ve lost 
Gabriela. My ears are ringing and my legs are 
like mashed noodles. I button up my parka as 
J try once again to gather my bearings and find 
my way to my destination. 

Outside the shed, people are all over the 
road, scattered like pebbles thrown into the 
air. Streaks of gray are just beginning to creep 
into the night sky, and for the first time since 
arriving, I see the Andes, their shadows loom- 
ing on the horizon. I can just make out moun- 
tain roads, squiggles that meander here and 
there, just barely hugging the sheer rock faces. 
Probably some of the same peaks the bus 
lurched over when it brought me here just a few 
hours ago. It seems like forever since then. I’ve 
lost my sense of time. 

There is some semblance of a line, gathered 
in clots in front of the fence, which is lined with 
riot police clutching batons. Even more police 


are clustered two and three deep around a gate- 
way barely wide enough for one person. People 
seem to be rushing through while more police 
stand alongside the path just inside the entrance, 
pushing them along the path. So much for 
rebirth and renewal. As I’m whipsawed back and 
forth, I somehow entertain the absurd thought 
of perishing in a human catastrophe in a place 
where the natural landscape is so harsh. 

My gaze settles on a lone cop who stands 
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beside a section of the fence about 20 feet away. 
It looks the same as the rest of the fence, close 
to ten feet of chain-length topped with rusty 
barbed wire, except this section is bowed down 
nearly to the ground. A reveler breaks from 
the crowd, sprints toward the downed section, 
and leaps over, disappearing into the darkness 
beyond. Then another goes over. And another. 
Three people have now gone over the downed 
fence. The cop stands by, impassive. Then sev- 
eral more go over the fence, which is flat on the 
ground by now. A crazy, surreal scene. It seems 
like a dream. And maybe the rest of the night 
has been as well. A dream inhabited by ciphers 
that are not quite what they seem, of hardy, 
evolved people in tune with Mother Earth 
reborn as party girls who move rhythmically to 
the music of the night. Where life lived in harsh 
surroundings occasionally bursts into chaotic, 
spontaneous celebration. 

The crowd propels my body along, and within 
moments, I whoosh through the gate like a 
surfer swept away by a wave. Then silence. I’m 
on the other side of the fence, with the ruins 
straight ahead. A change has come over the 
crowd. Serenity washes over us. Everyone is 
very still. ’'ve been moving nonstop for hours, 
ever since I got on the bus in La Paz, and I have 
trouble keeping my legs in place. I’m on top 
of a giant earthen berm, pressed in among an 
unmoving mass of people. The fields look even 
more desolate up close, but there are no more 
fires. I can just make out the gateway of the 
sun, about 50 feet ahead and across a narrow 
ditch. It’s surrounded by people. The first hints 
of sunlight are coming over a mountain peak 
that stands in the distance. It’s indistinguishable 
from the mountains around it, yet instinct is 


Number 77, Fall 2004/Winter 2005 


directing the gaze of hundreds of eyes, honing 
in like a laser on the peak and the faint ring of 
orange just beyond it. We all know what’s com- 
ing, like every day that’s gone before, yet some- 
how can’t take our glance away. I briefly scan the 
crowd looking for Gabriela, Yolanda, anyone I 
might vaguely recognize. I’m still alone, feeling 
the anticipation build in the crowd. Stretching 
over the mountaintop, the edge of the golden 
orb washes us with its warmth, bringing renewal 
after a night of debauchery. 

The sun’s rays pierce the gate and 
I hear the notes of the priest’s clar- 
ion call wailing through the crowd, 
roughened voices shaped by decades 
of living high in the mountains, down 
dusty roads in forgotten villages 
where nothing comes easy. A cheer 
ripples through the crowd, growing in 
euphoria as it goes past me. Just then 
the ceremony is over. Revelers trudge 
past, transformed in the daylight, with 
dust coating their clothes and boots. I 
look down at the dust. It coats my bare hands 
with a dull sheen highlighted by the sun’s rays. 
The sun is over the mountain now, burning 
dew off the fields and painting waving stalks of 
grass lush shades of ochre and purple. I take a 
long look around, my gaze taking in the treeless 
valley, with the village sitting in the distance 
like a twig that has fallen in the desert. A gust of 
wind whips by. The stillness is shattered by the 
coughing sounds of engines, and my eyes zoom 
in on the village, where jerry-rigged pickups 
nudge their way out of the side streets, packed 
with somber-faced Bolivian men and boys, their 
leathery faces made smooth in the sunlight. 
Village women walk slowly in the wake of the 
pickups, hauling on their backs bundles that 
hold everything from potatoes to firewood. 

The night’s revelry seems eons ago. Have I 
awakened from a dream? I’ve missed the entire 
ceremony, but that turned out to be a sideshow. 
Standing on the berm, I see the faces of the 
hordes that trudge past me on the way back to 
the village plaza and the bus ride home. They’re 
exhausted, but happy. They’ve fooled the sun, 
staying out all night to make sure they beat it 
coming up. In an unforgiving landscape, with 
extremes of temperature and topography that 
can rub the body raw and stretch the mind 
to the edge of madness, there is release and 
renewal in dancing near the ruins. 

I feel my body beginning to ache as it catches 
up with the unfolding day. Out in the distance, 
the pickups, now joined by convoys of buses 
heading back to La Paz, Cochabamba and other 
Bolivian cities, fade to the size of insects, their 
exhaust mingling with dust on the dirt track 


roads. 
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Huaca “La Capilla” in Pampa Grande, near Chiclayo, Peru (2004) 


‘THe Curious! 


LeGeacy Or 
PAMPA GRANDE! 


By Victor Miguel Ponce and Fenny Flores Valera 


al ik ancient Huaca of Pampa Grande, in northern 
Peru, is the most impressive monument of an 
ancient culture that flourished in this arid and coastal 
region centuries ago. Pizarro is said to have marveled at 
the site when camping nearby in the early 1530s on his 
way to Cajamarca and the conquest of the Inca empire. 


The majestic Huaca “La Capilla” of Pampa Grande 
is venerated far and wide, but the curious story of its 
legendary seven hollow, gold jaguars has captured the 
imagination of archaeologists and laymen the world over. 


Chavin Influence 


Pampa Grande, near the northern 
Peruvian city of Chiclayo, dates back 
2000 years. The best testimonies to its 
past grandeur are seven hollow, gold 
jaguars. These were on the site of 
the Huaca of Pampa Grande. To see 
all seven pieces today you must travel 
to museums in the United States, 
Canada, Germany, and Peru. 

American archaeologists were the 
first to study the jaguars. In 1975 
a team of specialists concluded that 
given the extraordinary similarity of 
the different jaguars, it was almost 
certain they had been crafted in a sin- 
gle workshop, although one or more 
artisans may have had a hand in their 
creation. 

The jaguars are conceivably 
“Chavinoid” in appearance, but are 

JAS Ses most probably proto-Mochica or early 
Photo by V. M. Ponce Vicus, and if so, date back to roughly 
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400-100 B.C. The dimensions of the 
gold jaguars are approximately 10.8 cm 
[4.25 in] long, 3 cm [1.18 in] wide, and 
2.9 cm [1.14 in] tall. Each weighs about 
21 grams [0.74 oz].' 


Jaguar of Montreal 


Jaguar of Virginia 


Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond 


Mochica Influence 


Though the site is considerably older, 
Mochica influence in Pampa Grande 
flourished between 550 and 700 A.D. 
Evidence of this advanced culture can be 
seen in the ruins of eighteen buildings or 
“huacas,” spread over an area of 300 ha 
[740 ac]. The most monumental of these 
structures is the Huaca “La Capilla,” also 
known as “La Fortaleza,” In size, this 
huaca ranks third among precolumbian 
pyramids in Latin America. 

Constructed in six terraces, with an 
access ramp 250 m [820 ft] long, “La 
Capilla” soared to a height of 50 m [164 
ft]. A large defensive wall that included 
many secondary buildings surrounded 
the huaca. Construction of such a mas- 
sive edifice is evidence of the enormous 
efforts of the local population, and their 
skill in crafts, metallurgy, and ceramics. 
The Mochicas maintained control over 
the irrigation of the entire Chancay river 
valley and their well-stocked silos aroused 
the envy of their neighbors. 


Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 


Lambayeque Influence 


If one believes the ancient legend of 
Naylamp and various chronicles, the 
Lambayeque culture dominated Pampa 
Grande’s history between 900 and 1000 
A.D. This came about when Cuntipallec, 

son of Cium, (Naylamp’s 

heir and Second Lord of the 
» Valley), settled the Collique 
_ valley between Pampa Grande 
and neighboring Cayalti. He 
_ brought with him the cus- 
toms and culture of his native 
_ Lambayeque, which spread 
_ throughout the region. 


Chimu Influence 


Around 1400A.D.Fempellec, 
the Lord of Lambayeque, died 
without descendants leaving 
the region without a lord. 
During this time Chimo Capac, 
_ lord of the region to the south, 
‘| invaded, conquering Pampa 
_ Grande. Chimu influence is 
_ evident in Pampa Grande dur- 
ing this period between 1400- 
' 1471 and a period in which 
| Pampa Grande and the valley 
| was ruled by Chimo Capac’s 
| trusted lieutenant, Pongmassa, 

and after his death by his son 

Oxa. The Chimu built the 
hydraulic systems running through the val- 
ley, some of which, like the Collique canal, 
still criss-cross the valley, and are in use 
today. During Oxa’s rule, the Chimu came 
under the threat of the Incas in Peru and in 
1471 the Incas swept into the valley. 


Inca Influence 


The Incas took control of the region, 
leaving the Chimu in possession, provided 
they paid allegiance to the new regime and 
worshiped the Inca sun god. Subsequently, 
Tupac Yupanqui forced the population of 
Collique to resettle in Cajamarca, in the cen- 
tral Andean highlands. The last Inca to rule 
the region was Chanda Huaman, who was 
residing in Cajamarca with Atahualpa when 
the Spaniards arrived in the early 1530s. 

Pizarro ascended the Andes from the head- 
waters of the Chancay valley. Near Pampa 
Grande he stopped to marvel at Huaca “La 
Capilla”, the walled fortress, as his troops 
bivouacked en route. 
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A Mochica medicine man on display in the Pampa 
Grande collection 


~ 


A ceremonial huaco from the Lambayeque culture on 
display in the Pampa Grande collection 


Pa 


Awhistling huaco from the Chimu culture on display in the 
Pampa Grande collection 


Photos at right by V. M. Ponce 
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Spanish Influence 


Until 1550, Collique was an “enco- 
mienda” of the Spaniard Blas de Atienza. 
It was then merged with the encomien- 
da of Cinto, (today Pétapo and Pucala). 
The purpose of the merger was to 
better fulfill the goal of the ordenanza, 
which was to bring religion to the 
natives. The two encomiendas became 
a single town-Chicliaep, the precursor 
to the modern city of Chiclayo. 


_ Photo by V. M. Ponce 


Inca aribalo on display in the Pampa Grande 
collection 


DISCOVERY OF THE GOLD 
JAGUARS OF PAMPA GRANDE! 


In 1974, during a field study in Peru, 
Heather Lechtman granted an interview 
to Victor Baca and related the precise cir- 
cumstances concerning the discovery of the 
jaguars on Hacienda Pampa Grande in 1925. 
This hacienda belonged to his father at the 
time. Given this information, there is no 
longer any doubt about when and where the 
jaguars came to be discovered. In that year 
a mummy bundle was found on the eroded 
slopes of the Huaca “La Capilla”. While 
unwrapping the mummy, the jaguars came 
to light. 

Baca’s account is given below. (Translation 
by Victor Ponce): 

“In the summer of 1925, torrential rains 
fell upon the northern coast of Peru. Heavy 
rains caused floods in the department of 
Lambayeque, turning rivers into muddy tor- 
rents. On March 18, officials measuring the 
water volume of the Chancay river registered 
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Jaguar of Lima 


Jaguar of Munich 


a flow of 1,000 cubic meters per second. 
“On the left bank of the river, across from 
“La Puntilla,” stands an ancient monument 
known as “La Capilla” [“The Chapel”]. This 
imposing place of worship is built entirely of 
large adobe blocks. Shortly after the rains, 
a peasant living in Hacienda Pampa Grande 
passed by “La Capilla” while looking for his 
lost donkey. During his search, he noticed 
that the rains had caused some of the plat- 
forms of “La Capilla” to collapse. Further 
on one of the fallen walls he spotted a large 
object. Drawing closer, he discovered a 
mummy bundle, which he sliced open with 
his machete. Inside he discovered a skeleton 


wrapped in multiple 
layers of cloth along 
with various golden 
objects. Among 
these he found six 
little jaguars made of 
gold plate. 

“With a feeling of 

wonder and nervous- 
ness he placed the 
objects in his knap- 
sack and returned to 
his house. On the 
following day he con- 
tinued to Pacasmayo 
and sold most of 
what he had found 
to a foreigner dealing 
in antiquities. He 
then returned home 
to Hacienda Pampa 
Grande. At this time, 
the Hacienda Pampa 
Grande was owned 
_ by Victor Baca and 
_ Enrique Baca.” 
_ “For a while no 
one knew about the 
_ discovery, but before 
long there was a 
rumor that some- 
thing unusual had 
taken place. For one 
thing, the peasant 
suddenly appeared 
to have more 
money than could 
be accounted for. 
When Victor Baca 
became aware of 
these facts, he con- 
fronted the peasant, 
who quickly owned 
up to having discov- 
ered the mummy 
bundle. “You have 
done a bad thing to sell the gold pieces in 
Pacasmayo. I would have bought them from 
you, and paid a good price, too.” Hearing 
this, the peasant who held his patron in high 
esteem confessed that he had not sold all that 
he had found. “I kept some of the pieces,” 
he blurted out and quickly went to his house, 
returning with two of the six jaguars. In pay- 
ment Baca gave him 500 soles. 

“Being partners, Victor gave his uncle 
Enrique one of the jaguars and kept the other 
for himself. Victor Baca frequently showed 
off his jaguar. Many people offered to buy 
it, but Victor would not sell. Later, after 
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many years, a friend, Miguel Mujica Gallo, 
pleaded with Victor to sell him the jaguar. 
He wanted it for the gold collection he was 
putting together. Finally, Mr. Baca gave in. 
Victor's jaguar is now part of the collection 
of the Museo de Oro in Lima. The fate of 
the other jaguar, owned by Enrique Baca, is 
not known.” 

Although Victor Baca knew of the discovery 
of six jaguars, it now appears that there were 
more. We now know of a seventh jaguar, the 
jaguar of Munich, now in the Museum fiir 
Véolkerkunde. This is not all that surprising, 
" since the peasant who originally discovered 
the jaguars sold a number before Victor Baca 
learned of their existence. He bought two 
that remain in his family, but the others were 
disposed of almost immediately after their 
discovery. At this point, there is no way to 
know what might have been the original 
number. 


1 Source: Lechtman, H., L. A. Parsons, and W. 
J. Young. 1975. Seven matched hollow gold 
jaguars from Peru’s Early Horizon. Studies in 
Pre-Columbian art and archaeology, Number 
Sixteen, Dumbarton Oaks * Trustees for Harvard 
University, Washington, D.C. 


ORIGIN OF THE GOLD 
JAGUARS OF PAMPA GRANDE! 


At least six of the seven jaguars were first 
collected in the Chancay-Lambayeque valley 
in the late 1920s. The jaguar of Hamburg 
was collected in 1927 by Enrique Briining 
from a goldsmith in Chiclayo. The jaguars 
of Milwaukee and Lima were collected in 
1928 by the family that owned the Hacienda 
Almendral outside of Chongoyape, fifty kilo- 
meters inland from Chiclayo. The jaguar 
of Chicago, although it has changed hands 
at least three times, had an original bill of 
sale from Peru dated 1928. The jaguars of 
Montreal and Virginia have been traced to an 
old private collection on Peru’s north coast, 
but these also have changed hands several 
times. 

The jaguars are all made of a similar sheet 
metal whose composition is 9% copper, 15% 
silver, and 76% gold. However, the surfaces 
of the sheet metal are enriched in gold, for 
the average surface composition of the metal 
is 3% copper, 12% silver, and 85% gold. The 
metal sheet used for all jaguars is remarkably 
uniform in thickness. This is evident in the 
closeness in weight of the specimens, since 
the jaguars are virtually identical in size. 
Each animal is composed of twelve indi- 
vidual pieces. The body has an upper and a 
lower portion, joined along their common 
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edges. Each extrem- 
ity (tail, ears,and 
front legs) is made 
of halves, joined 
along their midline. 
The jaguars were 
assembled by join- 
ing the extremities 
to the body after the 
top and bottom body 
parts themselves had 
been joined. 

There are varia- 
tions in the jaguars 
that are noticeable 
upon comparison. 
These were almost 
certainly introduced by a group of goldsmiths 
working on the objects at different times or 
at different stages in their manufacture, or by 
the normal idiosyncrasies of a single craftsman 
who produces the same object many times 
in succession and does it slightly differently 
each time. In general, the similarities among 
the jaguars far outweigh their differences; the 
characteristics they share virtually preclude 
the possibility that any one was made inde- 
pendently of the others. 


Jaguar of Milwaukee 


1 Source: Lechtman, H., L. A. Parsons, and W. 
J. Young. 1975. Seven matched hollow gold 
jaguars from Peru’s Early Horizon. Studies in 
Pre-Columbian art and archaeology, Number 
Sixteen. Dumbarton Oaks ° Trustees for Harvard 
University, Washington, D.C. 


Pampa Grande (2004). 


A Defensive wall surrounding the Huaca “La Capilla” in 
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By: Kenneth R. Wright, PE., 
David Foss, T. Andrew Earl 
PE., Ph.D., and Alexander 
Merle-Smith 


American Explorer 


Figure 1: The broad stairway led up to a dense forest and then stopped. Did it continue and for what purpose? i 
Now we know that just beyond is a well-placed platform and the trailhead for Trail L that would have been 
called “Ruth’s trail” except for professional discretion. : 
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he Inca military and civil engineers 

of the 15™ and 16™ Centuries 

knew how to build roads through 
difficult terrain—terrain that would make 
modern engineers think twice before even 
beginning route surveys. During 1999 - 
2004, through paleohydrological research 
studies of the prehistoric Inca, three pre- 
viously unknown roads, in and adjacent 
to Machu Picchu, were discovered. One 
of these trails was described in an earlier 
article, The Lost Inca Trail; the two others 
are discussed below. These three transport 
routes that we call Inca trails somehow 
escaped detection during the last 90 years 
of archaeological exploration at this most 
important South American archaeological 
site—“Machu Picchu, the Lost City of the 
Inca.” 

In 2002, at the urging of Ruth Wright, 
author of The Machu Picchu Guidebook, 
Wright Water Engineers, Inc. (WWE) 
obtained a permit from Peru’s National 
Institute of Culture (INC) to explore the 
thick forest along the main Inca Trail lead- 
ing into Machu Picchu. The area up to 
the top of the broad staircase was known 
to the world since Hiram Bingham of Yale 
uncovered Machu Picchu in 1911. The 
staircase that led away but stopped at the 


Figure 4 Clearing of the dense vegetation at the viewing 
platform at the start of Trail L was a pleasure, as this 
view of Machu Picchu magically began to form, little by 


little, through the thick brush. We realized that this was 


no ordinary platform. It had been built to give security 
guards a full view of the ridge and valley. 


forest line, however, was never explored 
beyond its uppermost step. Ruth Wright 
correctly concluded that the Inca did not 
build grand staircases unless they went 
somewhere (Figure 1). 

In September 2002, WWE's team of 
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Figure 2 The 2002 viewing platform discovery, just thirty feet off the main Inca Trail, vindicated Ruth Wright for 
her long-time pressuring for further exploration. She is shown here with the stairway leading up to the platform. 
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Figure 3 Fust after clearing the viewing platform and discovering the captivating view of Machu Picchu in 
September 2002, our macheteros scramble up the stairway to join Ken Wright (left) to take another look at the 
marvel that lay below. 
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engineers, archaeologists, and local machet- 
eros cut into the forest and immediately 
found a remarkable viewing platform that 
was strategically located with a wide view 
of the mountainside (Figure 2). It seemed 
to be a good place for a security lookout, 
as well as a checkpoint for controlling 
access to the Inca Trail. Once the viewing 
platform was cleared of vegetation (Figure 
3) and the breathtaking view of the valley 
unfolded (Figure 4), the team was able to 
identify and define a new trail that led up 
the north face of Machu Picchu Mountain 
(Figure 5). After a week of reconnaissance 
surveys and clearing, the team mapped the 
new trail, identified as Trail “L”. Views 
were spectacular (Figure 6). 

At the base of Trail L, uphill and down- 
hill walls framed a 1.5-meter-wide terrace 
trail paved with stones. The team explored 
the cleared trail for 0.5 kilometers to the 
northeast ridge of Machu Picchu Mountain 
at an elevation of 2,840 meters. Mapping 
and a full description of Trail L were pro- 
vided to the INC as public information and 
for additional future study. Where Trail 
L might lead, beyond the ridge, was still 
a mystery. 

In June 2004, WWE returned to Huaca 
No. 17 and Check Station No. 18 for 


Figure 7 The security station on the Inca Trail is 
where the new Trail L joins it near Machu Picchu. 
Trail L is hidden in the forest to the left. 


follow-up archaeological excavations and 
explorations (Figure 7). This time, the 
team went up onto the ridge and then over 
onto the southeast slope. Large boulders 
that made clearing tedious and slow under- 
lay the top of the heavily brush-covered 
ridge. Just over and below the crest, the 
macheteros called out “Inca building” as 
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Figure 5 This birds-eye view of the north slope of Machu Picchu Mountain shows the Inca Trail and the Trail L discovered in 2002 in relationship to th pre-historic 
drainage culvert that is uphill from the well-known Guard House of Machu Picchu. 
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they encountered a 1.5-meter-high wall. After further clearing, 
a second wall appeared with a terrace in between. It was not a 
building, but a well-constructed Inca trail that headed downward at 
about a 10 percent slope. This trail was named the “New Trail.” As 
the team progressed on the increasingly steep mountain slope, they 
followed the uphill wall, which rose as much as 3 meters. Downhill, 
all they could see were treetops and blue sky. The edge of the trail’s 
surface was not apparent due to our cutting of the trees and brush 
that laid over the edge of the precipice. This meant that we had to 
be especially careful while cutting additional vegetation (Figure 8). 

The Wifiay Wayna campsite came into view along with the 
Vilcanota River below. Trail exploration became hazardous because 
cut vegetation continued to make the outside trail edge difficult to 
discern. After about 200 meters of trail clearing, the team deter- 
mined that this was a well-built and important trail, and perhaps, 
according to Dr. Alfredo Valencia, for the movement of Inca mili- 
tary personnel along the mountainside. It was far better designed 
and constructed than Trail L. It certainly weathered the last five 
centuries better. 

Retracing our steps along the new trail, we picked our steps care- 
fully. Even with this care, Alexander Merle-Smith stepped off the 
outside edge and dropped down, but only to his crotch; he was 
suspended by the mat of hanging branches. 

While our identification of the New Trail commenced at the ridge 
top where Trail L ended, the New Trail likely extends down the 
ridgeline to the southeast, down to Intipunko. Trail L is judged to 
be only a secondary branch leading back down to our 2004 excava- 
tion site. In effect, Trail L was probably a shortcut trail to Machu 
Picchu used to transport agricultural goods. To the southwest, the 
New Trail is expected to extend to Wayraqtambo, a Machu Picchu 
Mountain mountainside slope building where five trails are known to 
join. The New Trail and our 2002 Trail L are shown in. 

The main Inca Trail from Cusco to Machu Picchu connects with 
a vast network of other trails from the Inca Empire. As important 


Figure 6 This view from the Trail L platform helps illustrate the high standards used 
by the Inca for selecting viewing platforms. 


: 


~ Trail L'{ from Huaca to Ridgeline 


as the two new trails are to 
creating a better understand- 
ing of Machu Picchu and its 
transportation routes, it tends to 
be overshadowed by the 1998- 
1999 discovery of the important 
East Flank Trail, which leads 
from Machu Picchu down to 
the Urubamba River over a dis- 
tance of 1.9 kilometers. (This 
trail is the subject of the 2000 
article.) 

The wonderful thing about 
discovering these trails is the 
experience of following the foot- 
steps of talented and hardwork- 
ing prehistoric road engineers. 
The adventure of walking and 
exploring a remote trail enables 
one to imagine the joys, hazards, 
and struggles of people moving 
over the countryside nearly five 
hundred years ago. Our team, 
which included local Quechua 
Indians, ended the exploration 
with an hour-long, and moving, 
religious ceremony at which we 
extended our thanks to several 
mountain gods and, specifically, 
to Pacha Mama. 


: Eran. Marvel. 
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Mr, Wright has been visiting Machu 
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David Foss is a civil engineer at WWE 
specializing in design. The 2004 
Machu Picchu field investigation was 
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Profile of New Trail from Huaca 18 to 
Machu Picchu Ridge and Beyond 


associate, He is a student at Fork 
Union Military Academy in Fork Union, 
Mian. 


Figure 8 Trail clearing high upon the steep ridge of Machu Picchu Mountain was dicey. Beyond is the encampment of Winiay Wayna, to the left is a sheer drop-off. 
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If you were pata of the South American Explorer, what s stories 
would you go after? Write Assignment Desk with your ges ue if 
we can find the writer, we’ll publish it. 


Smart Alex 


Listen up, Mr. Editors of the “South 
American Explorer”. I thought this 
magazine was supposed to talk about 
adventures in South America, and that 
includes actual explorers of the con- 
tinent! What about Alexander von 
Humboldt, who traveled all over the 
continent? He published 30 volumes 
on his travels, which is more than you 
guys have turned out in magazines. And 
he sounds pretty interesting—he was 
“a botanist, geologist, linguist, traveler, 

.”. I guess I could look him up in 
the encyclopedia, but it would be more 
entertaining to see you do a feature on 
him. And if you don’t—then I warn you 
I may take it upon myself to write it! 


A Whale of An 
Article 


Dear Don & Alicia, as you are affec- 
tionately called by the SAE’s closest 
members: I have recently come across 
some of your writings as guest editors on 
the blog The Whale, at www.xanga.com. 
For those of you who are not familiar 
with a blog, it is a marvelous invention 
of modern Internet communications in 
which people can post any and every- 
thing that’s on their mind. In any case, 
I saw the recipe for whale that the two 
of you posted and was wondering if the 
recipe came from South America? You 
are probably familiar, at least, with the 
little town of Paita on the North Coast 
of Peru where American whalers came 
through. Even Melville’s Acushnet made 
a quick stop. How about an article on 
this little known whaling outpost that is 
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more exciting than the dot on the map _ 
Also, I’'d appreciate if you~ 


suggests? 
could suggest a good wine to go with 
whale?? 


Ciao/Chau 


As an avid reader of the SAE I have 
noticed that you have included vari- 
ous features on immigrants to South 
America. You have covered everyone 
from Germans to Jews to Welsh! But 
what about Italians?? Argentine tango 
is so popular today, and most people 
are familiar with the fact that it results 
from the influx of Italian immigrants to 
Argentina. But the thing is, few know 
the story . . .why didn’t Italians start bit- 
ing roses and sliding across the floor in 
tango-esque ways back in ItalyPy Why 
did they pick Argentina? Was it a mass 
exodus like with immigrants flooding 
into the US? Where they well received 
by the immigrants and did they feel 
that their culture meshed well with that 
of the host country? People do often 
think of Italians and South Americans 
s “Latins”; this may be an out-dated 
way of categorizing ethnicities, but the 
term likely also refers to similar way 
of life. So I was just wondering what 
contributions the Italian people have 
made to Argentina, seeing that they have 
a very particular culture of their own; 
and traversing a huge distance to South 
America also must have meant bridging a 
vast cultural gap in the new country. 


Why not Waikiki? 
Hey there SAE. I know you are plan- 
ning on doing a feature on surfing in 


Beige but you. apts include some- 


“thing on Peru, too. Have you ever heard 


of Club Waikiki? This surf club is about 
as happening a place to be for a surfer 
as Copacabana is a hot-spot for salsa 
dancers. You can hit the surf with club 
members in Lima. What’s so interesting 
about this article is that the place boasts 
some of the biggest surf legends ever like 
“El Toro de Punta Roca”, a.k.a. Felipe 
Pomar. Too bad he’s moved to Hawaii, 
but in any case, the place is still a color- 
ful idea for a story—would like to know 
more about a Peruvian chick I heard is 
tearing up the pro circuit. ..And I would 
title it “Waikiki on the Costa Verde”. 


Chilly Jungles of 
one” ‘ 


I would like to suggest to our friends 
at the SAE that they do some more 
articles featuring alternative vacations. 
A lot of people are bored with the usual 
vacation spots and I think you could 
help avoid the usual Hawaii, New York 
City, Paris, the Grand Canyon circuit 
that most American vacationers take. In 
fact, instead of Yosemite Park, which is 
overcrowded with tourists every year, 
particularly during summer, you should 
suggest Cochamo to your members. It 
has been called the “Yosemite of Chile”. 
It really does look like Yosemite Valley, 
but is like a jungle version of it, found 
deep in the “selva fria” of the Valdivian 
Rainforest. Please research this and let 
us know more. Sounds exotic and inter- 
esting and a welcome alternative to the 
pretty, but all-to-usual Machu Picchu 
trail. 


South American Explorer 


. ( U ador : our house is your house.. 


LA LENGUA EEE 


Spanish Schools and Tours 
Study with us in Quito, Puerto Lopez (coast), 
Otavalo & in the jungle hostal 


Phone: ++593 2 2543 521 Fax: ++593 2 2501 271, 
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Reservation: 22 30 798 / 22 23 383 
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: The high summer sea- 

U 1to son is officially over in 

Ecuador, however, we 

remain quite busy. The 

house is buzzing with happy explorers and vol- 

unteers. SAE Quito is very happy to report that 

for the first time in some years we have seen an 

increase in memberships which are up over 8% 

from last year and we certainly hope this trend 

will continue. This is good news as we battle an 

inflationary environment here in Ecuador since the 
dollar came to town in 2000. 

For businesses and individuals alike, these past 
few years have been very difficult for Ecuador. I 
assisted an Alternative Expo in Cotacachi this past 
September where I attended a talk on Economics 
in Ecuador. It did not paint a very positive 
picture and there was even talk of an Economic 
Revolution, if you will, involving a movement that 
would like to reject the dollar all together. Easier 
said than done, of course, but this gives us a good 
idea of how much people and businesses have suf- 
fered here since the implementation of the dollar. 
The central problem is that, after the dollar, public 
services like telephone and electricity and the pro- 
duction of basic goods ceased to be subsidized by 
the Government. As the country struggled to get 
in-line with the new dollar economy everything 
became more expensive and Ecuador entered into 
a 3 digit inflation phenomena. Property values 
also tripled. Good news for some, but for the 
majority it was not good news as close to 70% of 
the population of Ecuador lives on or below the 
poverty level. To summarize, everything at least 
tripled in cost, but no one’s income increased in 
order to compensate the increasing costs of basic 
goods and services. Worse, this situation caused 
the bankruptcy of many “non-essential” businesses 
and unemployment and child abandonment due to 
migration sky-rocketed. 

This situation has lead to more petty crime here 
in Ecuador. This is not to say that Ecuador is a 
dangerous country. . .it isn’t. It is, however, an 
economically desperate one which has led to the 
increase in these types of non-violent crimes. For 
example, theft by distraction and pick-pocket- 
ing continue to escalate. More than an accept- 
able amount of members are falling victim to 
these crimes despite numerous posted warnings 
in the clubhouse. Theft by distraction commonly 
involves secretly spilling something on the targeted 
victim like mustard and, the latest, is something 
that appears like bird-droppings. The thieves 
usually work in couples and are very well-dressed. 
You wouldn’t let someone who looks like a bum try 
to help clean you up now would you! The well- 
dressed thieves rush to your “aid” to help get you 
cleaned-up when if fact they are “cleaning” you 
out. Also, much care must be taken when using 
public transportation specifically the Trolle as this 


38 


is where the majority of pick-pocketing occurs. Do 
not board any public transportation with anything 
in your front or back pant pockets and keep your 
purse or backpack in front of you. 

Also, there is a new ATM scam in town, specifi- 
cally, at Banco del Guayaquil on Avenida Amazonas 
& Veintimilla in the popular Mariscal Sucre are 
also fondly know as Gringolandia. A pair of thieves 
are placing a phony card swipe on the exit door 
of the ATM area that is really a card cloner. One 
thief is inside and one is outside the ATM area. 
The thief inside has done something to the ATM 
machines so they won’t work so you are prompted 
to try your card several times, therefore, entering 
your PIN several times. The crafty thief figures 
out your PIN. On your way out, frustrated after 
having no success getting your money, the door 
won’t open and thief number 2 tells you that you 
must swipe your card in order to exit. So the 
thieves have your PIN and have cloned your card. 
.. BEWARE!!! 

Your Quito Clubhouse has managed to weather 
the storm, but we still need your help. Donate 
today if you can!!! 

On a more positive note, in August we officially 
opened our Garden Café and the response has 
been positive. We continue to experiment with the 
menu and the big hits are the Avocado Sandwich 
(my personal favorite), Garden Salad, Fresh Soup 
of the Day and our Home-Made Fruit Muffins. If 
you haven’t tried us for lunch yet, do it! Invited 
guests of members are welcome so bring a friend!! 

We are happy to report that we have had a good 
amount of great volunteers and have been working 
hard on updating and expanding club information. 
Most notably, the Ecuador Discount List which 
went from 152 discounts to 185 and by the end 
of the year we are hoping to have close to 250 
discounts so SAE members will save even more 
money! We have completed updating, recording, 
indexing and page-numbering trip reports. Not 
only is the resource completely updated and more 
comprehensive, but also you can find the report 
you are looking for more easily. 

On the geological front, considered dormant 
for thousands of years the volcano Pululahua 
has recently made the top ten most dangerous 
volcano list in Ecuador according to Professor of 
Volcanology of the University of San Francisco of 
Quito Theo Toulderidis. Pululahua is said to be 
the only volcano in the world whose crater is home 
to many people and is only a 40 minute drive from 
Quito. An interesting situation indeed and we shall 
keep you posted. Also, Tungurahua continues to 
show a great deal of activity, as it has for the last 3 
years, and is being carefully monitored. 

It is with bitter-sweetness that I announce my 
resignation as manager and legal representative of 
the Quito Clubhouse effective December 31st so 
this is my last Club News. I was not planning on 


departing after just one year as manager, however, 
I was offered my dream job and will be re-locating 
to Puerto Lopez where I was a Peace Corps volun- 
teer. It has been my sincere pleasure serving the 
members of South American Explorers. 


Hasta La Vista 


Marianne 


With Cusco’s man- 

U SCO ager Ross, still recu- 
perating from a knee 

operation back home 

in Minnesota, his trusty assistant, Lucy, has been 
holding the fort, supported by our wonderful 
volunteers, especially Vikingo, who has been a star. 
However, the Clubhouse has been doing well, with 
a steady flow of new members and helping lots of 
tourists with their travel questions on a daily basis. 

Our events program has been very successful, 
offering members and tourists a chance to partake 
in a range of events. The food and drink night, 
salsa & Quecha classes and talk on Shamanism 
have been some of the most popular events. We 
have also been able to offer Tai Chi and meditation 
classes here at the clubhouse, which have been well 
attended. ! 

With the rainy season on its way, the weather 
is making trekking less appealing, so at this time 
of year, there tend to be fewer tourists. In fact, 
in Februrary, the 4 day Inka trail is closed due 
to the annual clean up and the heavy rain, which 
makes the trek hazardous. However, there is still 
the opportunity to do the 2 day trek, which fol- 
lows the river Urubamba and then heads up to 
Machu Picchu. If you are interested in this, contact 
agencies in Cusco for more information. Another 
point to remember for students is that if they want 
a discount on the Inka Trail, they must have the 
ISIC student card, the ISIC Youth Travel card is 
not accepted. 

Our volunteers have been working hard in updat- 
ing the information and expanding the discount 
list, there are now some Bolivia discounts. So if 
you pass by the Cusco clubhouse, do not forget to 
ask for the new discount list or go to the following 
webpage; _http://www.saexplorers.org/discounts. 
htm. 

Cusco is building up for Christmas and here at 
the clubhouse, we would like to invite you for an 
early Christmas lunch on 23rd December after 
which we shut until 27th December. Then for New 
Year we close on 31st December and re-open on 
3rd January 2005. 

In Cusco there are a range of Christmas tradi- 
tions. On Christmas Eve, the Plaza comes alive 
with stalls, selling a range of items and it is com- 
mon here to have a nativity scene in your house, 
so you can buy baby Jesus, donkeys and straw!!! 
Turkey is eaten on Christmas Eve, and for dessert, 
the tradition is paneton (sweet bread with dried 
fruit) and hot chocolate. 


South American Explorer 


However the annual Christmas traditions in a 
small town called Chumbivilcas, in the district of 
Santa Tomas, Cusco, doesn’t follow the ethos of 
“Goodwill to all men”. In this town, Christmas 
Day is the day to reconcile disputes with neigh- 
bours, that have been saved from that year. Insults 
may commence the fight which soon will get 
physical. It has been reported that broken noses 
are common, and it isn’t just the men, the women 
settle their disputes with their fists. This will hope- 
fully stop someone from letting their bull eat their 
neighbours’ carrot and onion crops the next year!! 
Following the day of fighting, there are three days 
of “fiesta”, parties, which involve lots of dancing 
and drinking. This is a popular fiesta and attracts 
Peruvians from surrounding areas, though I doubt 
many tourists would have heard of it. But if you 
enjoy watching a good fight, you know where to 

o! 

Here in the Cusco office, we shall be having a 
tranquil Christmas and welcome anyone who is 
in Cusco during the Christmas break to come and 
visit us. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
from all the staff at the Cusco Clubhouse. 


Lucy Bertenshaw 
and all the Cusco Staff 


. Something is missing 

ima from the Lima clubhouse 

these days. Leda Duif is 

Gone! Yes, after nearly two 

years Lima Manager Leda has left us with numer- 

ous contributions. I would not blame her as she 

has her wedding to plan in Spain, May 2005! 
Congratulations Leda! We will all miss you! 


You have to love Lima nightlife. SAE supported 
the first ever underground Hip Hop concerts in 
Lima! The final concert included music in English, 
Castilian and Portuguese. Whether you are look- 
ing for a place to lounge, eat, have a drink or dance, 
Lima is filled with live music and posh clubs if you 
just know where to look. When I think of why I 
like Lima so much, my answer is simple. There is 
music everywhere! Ifyou are in town just drop by 
SAE, Lima style to get the latest scoop on night- 
life, restaurant, bars, clubs and cafes. Stop into the 
office to see what cultural events suite your fancy! 

I have to admit, although it sounds like I am a 
city girl, I was raised in the Santa Cruz moun- 
tains above Silicon Valley, California and my 
recent escape to Vicos, a town of 6,000 inhabit- 
ants outside of Huaraz (3,090 meters and popular 
climbing and trekking destination), was much 
needed to thirst my quench for some down to 
earth mountain living. SAE assistant manager 
Margaree Biggler and myself were contacted by 
the Mountain Institute, www.mountain.org in col- 
laboration with Urpichallay, www.urpichallay.com 
to work as translators. I was keen to work for such 
a unique community-based, eco-tourism project 
where locals make executive decisions rather than 
outside organizations. Participating in a family 


homestay included grinding hot peppers on stone 
granite slabs, planting potatoes for next harvest 
season, spinning wool and dying yarn with natural 
dyes. All this with spectacular panoramic views of 
Urus, Tocallaraju, and, Huascaran! Be sure to relax 
in Chancas right before you enter Vicos. There 
you can resonate in acoustically sensitive natural 
spring baths. Ahhh. 

Enough about all the fun, now let’s get serious. 
Star volunteers Micheal Junttilla, his girlfriend 
Jenny and Sonya Schwartz have been helping 
the club prepare for Hip Hop concerts as well as 
SAE marketing research. The better we know 
you, the better we can serve your needs! I bet you 
love to hear that. SAE volunteer Sonya Schwartz 
found an amazing volunteer opportunity through 
South American Explorers Volunteer Resource 
database with Peruvian non -profit, Association for 
Childhood and the Environment, Asociacion para 
la Nifiez y su Ambiente- (ANIA). 

ANIA has preserved (1 to 100) hectares of old 
growth Amazon jungle region, enabling children 
to manage their natural resources and learn values 
and skills associated with sustainable development. 
After flying into Puerto Maldonado Sonya took a 
six hour boat ride up Rio Madre de Dios to Palma 
Real, a hop skip and a jump from the Bolivian 
Border! Her assignment was to implement the 
first children’s art program in Palma Real. Sonya 
began the legwork enabling children of Palma Real 
to participate in the launching of An Indigenous 
child and youth art competition to design a logo for 
the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. The 
Logo design competition was proposed by The 
United Nations Secretariat of Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues and the United Nations 
Department of Public Information. Go Sonya! 

Here in Lima, assistant manager Margaree 


Thinking a abot learning Spa ; h 
and/or traveling in Ecuador? — 


Come to study Spanish with us 
__and get the highest acade 
_ standards and professiona 
teaching staff. 


_ Discover the beauty of Eelador 
__ and the enchanted Galapagos 
_ Islands while you are traveling 
_ with our travel agency. 


Our reputation i is your guarantee! 
: ae discounts for SAE fee 


Biggler is representing SAE in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina at the second annual Independent Hotel 
of Latin America Exposition. What does this mean 
for you SAE members? You guessed it, more dis- 
counts in South America! Holding down the fort 
with myself and Feli is trusty Tilak whom has fin- 
ished updating the infamous SAE Trip Reports and 
has now begun a hefty project of compiling infor- 
mation on Peru’s Natural Parks. Part of this packet 
will include how visitors can educate themselves to 
reduce the impact travelers have on the environ- 
ment of Peru’s National Parks. SAE has furthered 
its dedication to the preservation of Peru’s environ- 
ment, and scientific research by hosting Tangaroa 
Expeditions 2005 at its media center. 

Lima club has been a buzz hosting the Tangaroa 
Expedition Press conference. The 2005 Tangaroa 
expedition is sailing a balsa raft from Lima over the 
Pacific and to Polynesia.. It was done in 1947 by a 
Norwegian explorer, Thor Heyerdahl. ‘Tangaroa 
will use this expedition to research marine pol- 
lution, pay tribute to Thor Heyerdahl and other 
Norwegian explorers and investigate pre-historic 
navigation. Kon-Tiki 2005 has been written up 
by CBS news and CNN from Oslo, Norway on 
September 6th (CBS) and (CNN) 9th, 2004. They 
recently received front page on El Comercio, 
the NY Times of Peru, hosted of course by SAE 
Lima! 


Whoa, that’s all for now. 


Saludos and sunny skies 
from Limaclub, 


Tanilee Eichelberger 


AMAZONAS EDUCATION & TRAVEL 


(formerly Amazonas Spanish School) 


718 Jorge Washin paton and Amazonas Ave., Buildi 


2nd. and 3rd. f 
Mobil: (593-9) 
www.eduamazonas.com 
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Home Cooking 
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Machalilla. 


TRAVEL AGENCY 


El PARQUE NACIC 
EN EL SUR BE MANABI 


TOURS: 


ISLA DE LA PLATA 
WHALE WATCHING 
OBSERVACION DE 
BALLENAS 
FISHING 

SURFING 
SNORKELING 
SCUBA DIVING 
BYCICLING 
HORSES 
TREKKING 
ARCHEOLOGY 
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BIRD WATCHING 
KAYAK 


Servicio 
de 
Hospedaje 


Trips are within and outside 
the Machalilla National park 


Puerto Lopez - Manabi - Ecuador 
VMalecon Julio tzurieta. 


Teléfono: (05) 2300 - 206 
Cel: He 92 59 6 G 


. DE MACHALILLA 


QUALITY SERVICES 
SINCE 1988 


www. galapagos.edu.ec 
1004 Amazonas Av. & Wilson St. First Floor 
Phone + Fax: 005932 - 2565213 / 2503189 / 2540164 
info@ galap agos.edu.ec 
QUITO - ECUADOR 


Best Sewice and 
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Galapagos-]ungle-Climbing-Trekking 
www.moggely.com #@ www.galapagosspecialists.com 
Pinto E4-255 y Amazonas Quito. Telf:(s93-2) 255 4984 


Enchanted Expeditions 


galapagos & mainland ecuador 


¢ Galapagos Cruises 

¢ Jungle Expeditions 

¢ Highland Trekking 

¢ Birdwatching 

¢ Cultural and Archaeological Programs 

¢ Walking Tours 

¢ Tourist Class Hostal: "The Orange Guest House" 


Formerly Angermeyer's Enchanted Expeditions 


Guaranteed fixed departures for individual travelers on mainland Ecuador. 
Weekly departures to Galapagos, indigenous markets, 
Cotopaxi National Park (seat in car rates). 


P.O. Box: 17-1200599 Quito - Ecuador 
De las Alondras N45-102 Monteserrin (near Academia Cotopaxi) 
Fax: 593-2-3340123 Ph: 593-2-3340525 
E-mail: info@enchantedexpeditions.com 
www.enchantedexpeditions.com 
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and Back to Work 


By: Margaree Bigler 


ver 40 years ago, in the dusty port 
()e of Chimbote on the coast 

of northern Peru, Alejandro, a 
young shoe shine boy met Joel Meister 
and Nancy Deeds, a couple of Peace 
Corp volunteers. The volunteers taught 
Alejandro English, and, as sometimes 
happens with PC Volunteers abroad, 
the three became lifelong friends. 

Long after Joel and Nancy had left 
Peru, Alejandro went on to graduate 
high school. Later, his Peace Corps 
friends helped him get into a commu- 
nity college in California. Alejandro 
got a scholarship, and went on to study 
at San Francisco State University. He 
later went on to earn a Masters degree 
at Stanford University. 

Alejandro always remembered the 
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Peace Corps volunteers who forever 
changed his life. While studying in 
California, Alejandro 
taught Spanish to 
future Peace Corps 
volunteers and backed 
the Peace Corps’ work 
in Peru. 

To this day 
Alejandro continues 
to honor the influ- 
ence of Peace Corps 
in Peru. In 2002, 
Alejandro ‘Toledo 
became President of 
Peru. Shortly after 
his inauguration, he 
visited the headquar- 
ters of Peace Corps 


in Washington D.C. to thank them for 
their influence in his life. In a speech 
to Peace Corps Staff, he said, “I want 
to pay tribute to the men and women 
who left and are about to leave the 
U.S. to donate their time to countries 
around the world in education, health 
care and business development projects. 
The Peace Corps opens a window to the 
world for many people. I went through 
that window and became president of 
my country.” He continues to person- 
ally welcome Peace Corps volunteers 
coming to Peru for their two year vol- 
unteer commitments. 

President Alejandro’s fortunate experi- 
ence with the Peace Corps is inspiring. 
It is also the most likely reason why 
the Peace Corps is at work in Peru 
today. Peace Corps first came to Peru 
in 1962 and stayed until 1975, when the 
Peruvian government withdrew its invi- 
tation to the organization. Shortly after 
his inauguration, President Toledo offi- 
cially invited Peace Corps back to Peru 
after a 27-year absence. Currently, 
Peace Corps volunteers are work- 
ing in the Peruvian states of Ancash, 
Cajamarca, La Libertad, and Piura. 

A little-known fact is that the Peace 
Corps provides volunteers to countries 
outsideof the United States by invita- 
tion only. The host country, national 
governments, and NGO’s working in 
the host country must formally request 
Peace Corps volunteers. Only when 
local governments and the host com- 
munities request volunteers does Peace 
Corps send them out to work. 


South American Explorer 


What do PC volunteers do in their 
host country? Ken Goodson, Associate 
Director of Peace Corps Peru, explains 
that the main goal of the volunteer is 
to support the host agencies that invite 
them. Peace Corps makes an effort to 
stress that they are not protagonists; the 
host community is the client. In other 
words, it is not for the Peace Corps to 
establish aims and goals of projects, but 
to assist and support the projects con- 
ceived and created by the host agency 
and community together. 

PC volunteers in Peru currently work 


in Health Promotion, Small Business 
Development and Youth Development. 
Interestingly, the Peace Corps will not 
accept medical doctors for Peace Corps 
training. Why? It is Peace Corps 
policy that volunteers not take the place 
of paid workers in countries where 
they work, and Peru has no short- 
age of trained doc- 
tors. Instead, PC 
aims to promote 
hygiene, educate 
communities about 
health and do out- 
reach work. PC 
Health programs 
are located mostly 
in rural areas of 


extreme poverty. 

The Peace Corps’ Small Business 
Development program works primarily 
with artisans, agriculturalists, and with 
eco-tourism projects. Finally, the goal 
of Peace Corps Youth Development 
Programs is to teach life skills and 
career goals to parents in impoverished, 
semi-urbanized areas. 

As more and more Peace Corps vol- 
unteers work in Peru and 73 other 
countries world wide every year, one 
wonders how Peace Corps volunteers 
are viewed by the communities in which 


they work and by their fellow volun- 
teers. Part of the answer lies in the 
founding principles of the organization. 
Peace Corps was established in 1961 
during the Kennedy Administration. 
The stated goal then was to promote 
world peace and provide and transfer 
technical skills to developing countries. 

Has the mission 
been fulfilled? In 
general, the host 
countries seem happy 
for the help received. 
Also, for the most 
part, Peace Corps vol- 
unteers are welcomed 
with open arms and 
achieve measur- 
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able results, creating advance within 
their communities. The advantages 
for the volunteer are also considerable. 
The experience is unique and often 
immensely rewarding. There is no cost 
and the language training is provided 
free of cost. Finally, volunteers receive 
training in their respective fields and on 
completion of their work, are given a 
stipend for their two years of work. 

Peace Corps does have its critics. A 
good analysis of the pros and cons of 
Peace Corps can be found in How 
to Live Your Dream of Volunteering 
Overseas published by Penguin 
Publishing. Others who criticize the 
Peace Corps question how well young 
college graduates can transfer technol- 
ogy and development to Third World 
countries. They also point to the fact 
that many projects lack the necessary 
resources to be efficient and whether the 
work volunteers do is sustainable in the 
long run. And Peace Corps volunteers 
are not cheap. Sarah Waldorf, a former 
PC volunteer points out in her article, 
My Time in the Peace Corps (2001), 
that to maintain one Peace Corps vol- 
unteer for one year costs the American 
taxpayer $25,000. 

Despite such criticism, the Peace 
Corps is generally well received. In his 
book Living Poor, former PC volunteer 
Mortiz Thomsen calls the organization 
“the last greatest adventure available to 
Americans over 18 years of age. The 
final discovery, that we are all ultimately 
alike, is a hard earned revelation.” 

The revelation that Thomsen speaks 
of seems to be what many are looking to 
find through volunteer work, whether 
with the Peace Corps or some other 
organization. Those who have volun- 
teered believe in the lasting effects that 
such an experience can provide. Indeed, 
one only needs to look at President 
Alejandro to find an example of how 
volunteer work can leave its mark on 
the volunteers and those they work to 
help. The effects are truly lasting, not 
only for the volunteers, but for the peo- 
ple they aim to help. For more informa- 
tion on the peace Corps, please see their 
website at http://www.peacecorps.gov/. 
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equipped climbing 
outfitter. 


Pieragos~ Jes.ghe 


-~We offer the very best in jungle 
adventures. 


-Camping ‘4 =’ 
ating (= ): 
and hiking ‘siea 
or travelling Seo 
in dugout canoes. 

-Bilingual guiding. 


) Ky With experience 


(a>, running boats in 
hn — the islands 
SY : and extensive 
S78 data files on 


Ya G h a Nn a eecanie 


Ecuadorian rainforest. 


“ 
the boats we 


fare in a unique position 
to be able to help you 
select the best available cruise. 


4 & 5-day & es Promoting responsible 
trips O D g Bowes Eco-tourism. 


fe 
-4x4 Tranport. 
-Day Tours. 
-Hiking. 
-Horse Riding. 


_—— ay ae — 9 


Fach ES -39 and Juan Lean Mera 
Quito - Ecuador 
USA & Canada : 1 800 434 8182 
Tel : 893 2 2552 505/ Z508 316 
Fax : §93 2 2220426 
email ;: admin@safari.com.ec 
www.safari.com.ec 


Vicente Solano E12-61 y Av. Oriental (Esquina) - Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: (593-2) 252-3777, Fax: (593-2) 222-0362 info@yachana.com 
www.yachana.com 
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QZO 


bed & breakfast 


An emphasis on quality, simplicity 
and comfort for the weary traveler 
in a quiet and safe residential 
neighborhood. We have the best hot 
showers in town! 


1242 Julio Arguedas St. 
@ 0051 43 722529 
bh info@andeanexplorer.com 
WWW.andeanexplorer.com 


HUARAZ - PERU 


For a great mountain bike 
trips in the Cordillera Blanca 
Contact: www.chakinaniperu.com 


ANDEAN EXPRESSIONS 
T = shirts 


Available in Huaraz & Cusco 


discount 


bmized adventure trips Metres fons 


expedition logistics 4 a ft 
overland 4x4 | 
climbing f 


kd { Ore home 
Sig | & ume = Poru | 


Tel: (611) 684 2024 


Pw. eee Eepinar 617 


www. alberguemirafloreshouse.com 


South American Explorers pore: discount 
Services included: 
Ail rooms with Clean und. secure. 

Hot water showers : Aptemnet 2A Haven: ‘ 
‘ublic phone 
fees eee a ayn 
Self catering kitch 
and friendly atmosphera Luggage torag' 
Continental Breakfast 


www.neotropicaladventures.com 
Lima telephone # 00-51-1-4451286 


Bradt Travel Guides 
Far and away the best for South American explorers 


Eruador Peru 


M" Venezuela 
and Bolivia tied eae opts 


www.bradt-travelguides.com 


or contact us for a catalogue 
Bradt Travel Guides 
19 High Street, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SL9 9QE England 
Tel: +44 1753 893444 Fax: +44 1753 892333 
Email: info @ bradt-travelgquides.com 


Amazon Explorama Lodges 


Amazon Canopy Walkway SPECIALS 
Expiore Explorama’s Private Amazon Rainforest Reserves and 
experience the Amazon Canopy Walkway 
Choose between the: 


Rustic 


Explorama 


Comfort of 


4 days 3 nights US$448.00 / 5 days 4 nights US$535.00 (min. 02 people} 


www.explorama.com 


amazon@explorama.com —- 


Peru: (51-65) 252530 USA (800) 707-5275 
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~ Q Is it foolish to think I could sell my 
travel photos? How might I go about this? 


A Everyone likes to dream big. If I see 
another “beautiful” sunset shot or smiling 
- “ittle darling” photo surely ready for the 
’ big bucks publishing world, I think Pil gag. 
_ Really though, sometimes these things sell. 
The real issue is that rarely does anyone get 
~ any real money for them. The high paying 
_ publications are going to go with their staff 
pros or buy an image from a “stock house”, 
_ unless its really really really unusual. If you 
- seriously think you have a great publishable 
_ image, the first thing to do is copyright it. 
Then submit it to a local contest or show 
- which is juried (find such by looking in the 
local daily paper, check with the local cam- 
_ era clubs, the local art galleries or museum 
or artist groups to find them}. If these folks 
_ allow juried entry into a show or accept 
them for competition, you may actually 


Brazil In Style! 


As our weathered explorers know full well, 
food is expensive. Of course, pemmican is 


cheap enough, suet and blubber, too, but 
eating out before and after the expedition can 
cost a bundle. So why not skip the expedition 
and just eat out? 

That’s what happens when you travel with 
VIP Brazil. With this outfit the goal is to 
spend your whole budget on food! That's 
right, on this “first fully escorted culinary 
tour in South America” you travel with your 
own private chef as you explore the Islands of 
Tabatinga, Ilha Bela, Paraty & Rio de Janeiro 
along the scenic Southeast coast of Brazil. 
This part of Brazil is known as “Litoral 
Sudeste”. Sound fancy? It is -- just like this 
tour. You won’t be fiddling with your camp- 
ing stove on this outing. Leave the cooking to 
Chef Rossi who whips up gourmet goodies as 
you hop between private beach villas. 

“Live the Brazilian lifestyle!” says the VIP 
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have something. Any print smaller than a 
high quality 8x10 is not going to cut it (don’t 
be cheap)(or a great 35mm slide or 8mb 
digital file). Matte & frame it nicely. Don’ 
t believe solely your local group of family 
members or friends since they are bound to 
be prejudiced. A good bookstore or Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble etc. should have guide books 
to assist in finding publishing sources. Read 
the book and then choose wisely those whom 
you wish to submit to, paying attention to 
what their audiences interests and publishing 
guidelines are. 


Be your own worst critic: examine the image 


carefully under high magnification looking 
for out of focus areas, too high contrast (lack 
of detail in high-light or shadow areas}, dis- 
tracting elements in the foreground or back- 


ground, distracting color shifts, no defining 
center of interest, dust specks or scratches, 


poor framing etc. Trust me, a photo editor is 


(ea 
ae af 


Brazil’s ad and they are so right. After you’ve 
blown $4,000 scarfing down flambéed pira- 
nhas drizzled with cranberry sauce, you'll be 
squatting in the jungle picking bugs off of 
leaves to survive! 

‘Tour Dates: November 4th & November 
18th 

Contact: Michael Eiseman 

VIP Brazil 

800.772.9188 

mike@viptourbrazil.com 

http://www.viptourbrazil.com 


High rez photos of the food, chef, con- 
cierge, private villas and Brazilian beaches are 
available upon request. 


Lost & Found 


Dear SAE: 
My husband’s SAE card saved him hours 
of dealing with various bureaucracies after 


a busy person and will see these things and 
be wary of wasting his or her time giving 
you a second chance. i) 
‘Typically, quality publishers want very 
high caliber slides, 8x10 prints or large digi- 
tal files (over 8 Mb). Find out by calling or 
going on line what the specific publication. 
wants then follow the rules assiduously. Do 
not send them unless asked to, package care- 
fully and send along a SASE if expecting to 
get them returned. Keep originals and send 
copies unless a sale is made. Pay attention — 
to the sale rights...single use, multiple use, 
unlimited use, outright purchase with copy- 
right release etc.. Each will have a different 
value to you if are accepted. 
Its very hard to type with this stupid cat 
on my lap. ; 
All said & done, you never know aig : 
you try. i 4 
pemjdoug@iserv.net 


Paul Die. 


a pickpocket lifted his wallet in Otavalo, 
Ecuador. A shopkeeper found the wallet, sans 
cash of course, and actually called the Quito 
clubhouse. Although it took two weeks to 
actually get the wallet. Our thanks to her for 
her stubborn perseverance! 

But, in talking with a number of other 
individuals in Ecuador, both tourists and 
residents, I believe the crime situation is 
much worse than described in the latest travel 
literature. I heard numerous tales of cunning 
pickpockets as well as armed robbers who in 
one case took the money and then injured the 
victim with a knife. The situation is worse in 
the big cities. Robberies take place on any 
street and at any time of day. Night outings 
of even a couple of blocks are foolhardy. 

With more than 70% of the population liv- 
ing below the poverty level, things can only 
get worse. 

I hope you will do more to warn visitors 
of the increasing dangers, especially in the 
big cities. 


Linda Pollman 
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No Tickee No 
Fiyee 


Members! Be advised that American 
Airlines, among others, will not board any- 
one going to South America without a return 
ticket. The airline claims it will be fined 
$3,000 if it does. 

The onward ticket requirement applies to 
Brazil, Chile, Peru and others countries. Of 
course, nationals flying to those countries 
can still buy one way tickets but not foreign- 
ers, 

How about travelers flying to a South 
American country who intend to stay? In 
such a case a one way ticket is alright so 
long as the person can showhe/she is legally 
allowed to remain in the country. 

On the other hand it is no longer enough, 
for example, to have a ticket to Peru and 
an onward ticket to Santiago. The traveler 
must be able to show a return ticket to the 
United States. According to the airlines, 
the reason for this is that foreigners cannot 
come to the U.S. on a one way ticket unless 
they’re moving here and can prove it. Now 
the same apples to US citizens traveling to 
South America. The exceptions to this rule 
are Mexico and Canada because “they are 
border countries.” 

Is there a way to get around this require- 
ment? Yes! According to our sources at 
the airlines, you can buy 2 one way tickets 
and, later, get a full refund on the return 
ticket. The return ticket is expensive but it is 
definitely refundable once you get to South 
America, Call your Club for info on cheap 
one way tickets to SA. So, to repeat the one 
way return ticket is expensive but it’s also 
refundable in South America. 

Open jaws are also OK, that is, you can 
always buy a ticket into one country and a 
return ticket from another as this shows that 
you have a ticket to return to the United 
States. 

Note: South American countries used to 
be a lot more lax about the onward ticket 
requirement but no longer. And since the air- 
lines are now subject to fines, it’s more than 
likely they will be enforcing this rule which as 
now official policy. 


Travelogue 


So, you haven't been to Lake Atitlan. 


Don’t put your glasses on 
to read brochures. 


Don’t unshade a bulb 
to backlight slides. 


You can leave your eyes closed. 


Think of earth showing air 
an unlidded eye. 


See that eye 
browed and orbited 


by peaks and ridges 
that rend cloud and mist, 


which are gathered on the breeze, 
to be rent again. 


Between eye and orbit 
lie villages 
and eroded slopes 


where cornstalks rise three meters-- 
small transcendence, small flight-- 
to sustain the Maya 

of no shoes, few teeth, 


their Spanish enough 

to offer blouses, or earrings 
for a good price, 

maybe less. 


To reach thoughts further 
behind the seeming mask 


would mean learning 
one of a dozen tongues; 


the wish takes shape in words 
as the guide recalls 
your group to the bus. 


Other than a few 
Germans on business, Americans 
in tie-died exile, 


these are the contours of the place. 


Save your airfare 
and give it to a good cause, 
or throw it down a well. 


Find a softer destination. 
Going anyway, as you will, 
know what you are in for. 


7. D. Smith 


J. D. Smith's poetry has recently appeared in 
Light and The Pedestal Magazine. He worksat 
the Inter-American Development Bank. 
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Soroche Mi Amor 
My head floating up the narrow street 
to Plazoleta San Blas, my head browsing 
the craft market for a woolen cap, 
asking the Cusquena in the huge chompa 
“The dark red or the sky blue?” 
Or what I remember as sky blue because 
it’s rainy season in Peru 
and no one’s seen blue sky for weeks. 
What I like about altitude sickness 
is the way it makes me lose my head, 
the way it feels like lovesickness, 
takes my breath away, pounds my heart 
with its invisible fists, then lifts me up 
on that cheap high of mental confusion. 


For weeks I was faint with happiness 
and dizzy with trust. 

Love, what did I know? 

My head was in the clouds. 


Lynn Levin 


The Miraculous 
When you look at a blue-eyed woman 
and guess that she may be your last 
infatuation and you think: 
how sorrowful never to feel 


this hopelessness again. 

When your sleep breaks up before 
it takes the far shore, 

and the romance still craves you. 


When you look down 

from the mountain 

or remember how deep is the lake. 
When your dreams are pulled apart 

by horsemen 

and you see what no one else can see: 

a blue fairy, a red tongue, legs running 
into the light in all directions. 


When you refuse to report 

for capture. 

When you speak up 

in your own defense and are given 
a greater punishment 

than you can bear. 


When the corn ripens, 

and a boy plays his flute 

as he climbs through the ruins, 
and a woman sets a new design 
upon her loom. 

Whether you are there or not, 
such is the miraculous. 


Lynn Levin 


Lynn Levin's newest collection of poems 
is Imaginarium (2005) published by Loonfeather 
Press. She teaches at Drexel University. 
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sar Aguilera 


cé 


www. mdnucaiman.com  *| 
e-mail: éxplorcaiman@terralcom.pe 


OUR TREKS 


OUR 
EXPEDITIONS 


6& 
INCA RUINS OF PERU PROVIDE AN 
UNFORGETTABLE GLIMPSE OF THE 
GENIUS: OF A LOST WORLD.” {URGLESTRIRS 


National Geographic 


Easter Island Foundation 


Visit our web site: 
www.islandheritage.org 


The Rapa Nui Journal 


Traveling to Easter Island? 
Check us out! 


Fadielodtye.com 
N paradiseiptige.com 
Calle Garcilaso 210 Ofc. 207 - Cusco e Phone & Fax: (++51 84) 254042 


AK AK IEAK EAC EK 


Learn SPANISH in a very 
personal and fun atmosphere. 
Method highly recommended 

and very experienced 


teachers. 


From survival to high 
advanced level. 

One to one or small groups. 
Flexible schedules. 
Free salsa classes, 

Live with a very friendly 
family and practice your 

Spanish from the first day. 

Volunteer Work Program. 
2 locations: Cusco and 


Urubamba. 


Recommended by Lonely 
Planet, Footprint handbook, 
Let's Go and Reise Know-How 


Calle Garcilaso 265 ~ Of. 6 


CUSCO- PERU 


Pone & Fax: 0051 - 84 ~226928 
E-mall: info@cuscospanishschool.com 
Www.cuscospanishschool.com 


> Quality Adventure Tour Operator 


> Small groups, personalized service 


> Excellent team of professional guides 


> Officially licensed Inca Trail Operator 2004 


Inca Trail, Sakantay, Ausangate, 
Lares Valley, Choquequirao 


Choquequirao to Machupicchu, 
Vilcabamba-Espiritu Pampa to Machupicchu 


Manu Reserved and Cultural Areas, 
Puerto Maldonado, 
Tambopata-Candamo and 
Bahuaja-Sonene Reserved Areas 


River Rafting, Horse Riding, Mountain 
Climbing, Alternative Tourism programs, 
Ayahuasca Therapy, Rappelling 


Garcilaso 210, office 103, Cusco Per 084] 22 2155 | F: [084] 22 21 084) 994 2007 | www.enigmaperu.com 
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DISCOUNT FOR SAE MEMBERS 
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Amazon Tofu 


With a New Jersey-sized swath of 
the Amazon having gone up in smoke 
last year, it should come as no sur- 
prise that Brazil is among the world’s 
leading producers of carbon dioxide, 
the primary greenhouse gas impli- 
cated in global warming. According 
to the government’s own inventory, 
Brazil produces nearly 3 percent of the 
world’s total output of carbon dioxide, 
three-quarters of it directly from raz- 
ing the jungle. 

The inventory was required by the 
Kyoto Protocol. While Brazil is a sig- 
natory to the international treaty, its 
status as a developing country means 
it is not bound by it to reduce emis- 
sions. 

Still, it does highlight the contin- 
ued deforestation of the Amazon. No 
longer the cause célébre it was in 
the 80s, the rainforest is neverthe- 
less disappearing at a breakneck pace. 
According to the UN Environmental 
Programme, in fact, deforestation has 
increased by 32 percent over the past 
decade. Since 1990, Brazil has lost 
16.5 percent of its forest to the chain- 
saw and torch. So, what’s spurring the 


This is an invitation to visit and par- 
ticipate in the most complete website 
existent nowadays about the Cordillera 
de Los Andes. This is a well designed 
electronic platform available for free, 
which allows users to obtain and con- 
tribute information on mountains and 
routes in a very easy and simple way 
from any PC (we actually recieve con- 
tributions from above 300 mountaineers 
from different countries and places). 

Up to this moment, precise, objective 


ramped-up slashing and burning? Would 
you believe soy beans? 

That’s right: In the latest boom to hit 
South America, the rainforest is being 
cleared to plant acre after acre of the pro- 
teinaceous legumes for export to Europe 
and Asia. Many agronomists, witnessing 
what may one day be remembered as the 
Soy Rush, fear it is yet another boom 
that’s bound to go bust. 


As modern icons go, Ernesto “Che” 
Guevara has few peers. 38 years after his 
abject death in Bolivia, the image of the 
swashbuckling revolutionary lives on in 
everything from t-shirts to tattoos. The 
Che t-shirt is practically communism’s 
Velvet Elvis. 

‘The mystique is now enjoying a resur- 
gence -- perhaps even a transcendence 
beyond mere pop symbol -- thanks to 
the movie by Brazilian director, Walter 
Salles. The beautifully filmed Diarios de 
Motocicleta, (The Motorcycle Diaries), 
stars Mexican heartthrob Gabriel Garcia 
Bernal as the young, pre-political 


and complete descriptions of almost 
150 peaks and 140 routes are avail- 
able in Spanish, and half is in English. 
These descriptions cover a good part 
of Cordillera de Los Andes, including 
the valleys of Chile, Argentina, Peru 
and Bolivia. It is due to the contribu- 
tion of many mountaineers that so 
much useful and valuable information 
has been collected, and we want more 
to increase the number of visitors and 
contributors to this huge and beautiful 
enterprise. For this reason we invite 
you to participate. 
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Guevara vagabonding around the con- 
tinent. The movie is not only introduc- 
ing the legend to a younger generation 
of viewers, it’s also inspiring many to 
travel in his footsteps — or tire tracks as_ 
the case may be. 

Picking up on that inspiration, some 
outfitters are offering Motorcyle 
Diary tours. The UK’s Journey Latin 
America is offering two tours in 2005, 
sans bikes, following Che’s route from 
Buenos Aires to Lima. 

Those with a yen for two-wheeled 
travel might check out Texas-based 
MotoDiscovery, which leads motor- 
cycle trips in the Andes. And, oddly 
enough, there’s even a tour for those 
intent on following our hero to his 
sordid end; the Bolivian Ministry of 
‘Tourism has launched the rather maca- 
bre Ruta Del Che. 

Is ‘Che tourism’ just a passing fad? 
Perhaps, but it may have a longer 
run than most. Steven Soderbergh is 
reportedly scheduled to begin filming 
Che, the movie, in 2005. Hollywood’s 
answer to The Motorcycle Diaries will 
star Benicio del Toro as Guevara. 


The website is www.andeshandbook. 
com/eng (English version) or www. 
andeshandbook.com (Spanish version 

Hoping for future contact, 

Sincerely 

Paulo Cox 
Editor de Andeshandbook 
(Associate and Editor of 


Andeshandbook) Chile 


PD: please send this message to all 
your mountaineering contacts 
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was a good year for 
0 02 Rodrigo Haddad. 
In June, he was on 


stage in Nashville, Tennessee, representing 
South America at the CMA Music Festival. 
Two months later, his single “Santa Fé” 
reached number one on the Indie World 
Country Record Report. That same month, 
he performed his newest song, 
“Rodeo”, in front of 35,000 
country music fans at Brazil’s 
Festa do Peto de Boiadeiro. In 
September, he was on the road 
again, headed for a country music 
festival in Argentina. 


For a man who makes a living 
playing American country music 
in Brazil, it doesn’t get much 
better than this. SAE magazine 
caught up with Rodrigo at his 
seventh floor office in Sao Paulo. 
Sitting at his desk, looking out 
over skyscrapers and traffic jams, 
Rodrigo picked at his guitar 
while discussing his career, the 
differences between serteneja and 
American country music, and 
why the Brazilian country music 
scene is set to explode in 2005. 


MUSIC MAN: (studying a signed Merle 
Haggard photo on the wall) How does a kid 
from Sao Paulo become a country music 
singer? 


RODRIGO: My dad started raising 
Quarter Horses about twenty years ago and 
his friends would give him country music 
albums from the United States. Whenever 
we traveled, he’d play Kenny Rogers, Willie 
Nelson, and George Strait on the car tape 
deck. I was only 15 and we used to argue 
because I wanted to listen to the popular 
music playing on the radio - but little by 
little country music grew on me. A year or so 
later he took me to Texas and I was fascinated 
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by the way people dressed and how they’d sing 
along to country songs. When I got back to 
Brazil, I started buying country music from 
the United States, I learned to play guitar, 
and I put together a band with a friend of 
mine. We called ourselves the Texas Rangers, 
but changed the name later on. George Strait 
starred in a movie called Pure Country (1992), 


Rodrigo Haddad on stage 


which defined a generation and a way of life. 
We became the Pure Country Band, and the 
name stuck. 


MUSIC MAN - What attracts people in 
Sao Paulo to country music? 


RODRIGO: Sao Paulo is one of the world’s 
biggest cities... twenty million people live 
here... and you'll find fans of just about every 
kind of music. Country is no exception. But 
American country music wasn’t really popular 
here... not the way itis today... until 1998. That 
year Country Music Television was on the air 
in Brazil and they brought Garth Brooks down 
to play at the Barretos International Rodeo. 
The show was such a success that Alan Jackson 
performed the next year... then Reba McEntire 


in 2000. Things have changed [CMT has 
since shut its doors in Brazil and the rising 
cost of the dollar makes it hard for rodeo 
promoters to book international artists] but 
country music still has a big following. Our 
band stays busy, playing anywhere from bars 
that seat fifty people to country nightclubs 
with space for three thousand. 


MUSIC MAN: HowisBrazil’shomegrown 
country music, sertaneja, different from 
American country music? 


RDRIGO: Let’s start off with the 
similarities. Both are rural forms of music. 
Both talk a lot about love, loss, partying, 
friends, road trips... that sort of thing. 
Both are about people and feelings... both 
tell stories we can all relate to. Now the 
differences. First, you have 
the language. Sertaneja is sung 
in Portuguese and American 
country music is sung in 
English. Also, sertaneja usually 
has just two voices — the lead 
and an accompaniment. With 
American country music you 
have more options — there are 
solo singers, bands, trios, and 
you also find more women 
singing. Sertaneja duos tend 
to be made up of men. But 
like American country music, 
sertaneja is undergoing a 
crossover trend. To reach 
larger audiences, many sertaneja 
bands are borrowing from the 
American country tradition 
— adding steel guitar and fiddle 
to their sound. 


MUSIC MAN: Why couldn’t you sing 
American country music in Portuguese? 


RODRIGO: A lot of people think I’m 
prejudiced against singing country music 
in Portuguese. And in a way, I am. I lived 
in Nashville for eight months and I know 
how patriotic country music fans can be. 
When you talk about American country 
music, you're talking about a tradition. You 
can’t just imitate the sound and translate the 
lyrics — the language is part of the music. It 
would be the same as going to the United 
States, where a lot of people like Brazilian 
music, to sing samba in English. It just 


wouldn’t fit... 
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Rodrigo and Pure Country Band founding member 
Marcel Gholmieh with Garth Brooks prior to the 
Barretos show of 1998. 


MUSIC MAN: You were back in Nashville 
recently to perform at the CMA Music Festival. 
What was that like? 


RODRIGO: This CMA Music Festival... 
it used to be called Fan Fair... is the world’s 
largest country music show. It’s been around 
for twenty years, but 2004 was the first time 
they put on a show by global country artists. 
They invited six performers from Canada, 
Greece, Ireland, and the Netherlands — plus 
me from Brazil. It was an unforgettable night. 
I'd been to the festival several times as a fan 
and to be invited to sing was amazing. 


MUSIC MAN: You talked about the boom 
of American country music in 1998. How were 
you involved in Garth Brooks’ visit to Brazil? 


RODRIGO: CMT asked me to show Garth 
and the band around while they were down 
here. I was backstage on the night of the show 
and it was one of those magic moments. Garth 
was at the top of his career and “Standing 
Outside the Fire” was playing on Brazilian 
TV and radio. 50,000 people turned up that 
night... 


MUSIC MAN: What was Garth’s reaction? 


RODRIGO: He was fascinated by it all. 
When he sang “If Tomorrow Never Comes,” 
the people in the arena took off their cowboy 
hats and sang along — in English! But the 
highlight of the show was “Standing Outside 
the Fire.” In the middle of the song, Garth 
pulled off his country-western shirt. I’d given 
him a Brazilian soccer jersey and he was 
wearing it underneath. The crowd went 


crazy... 


Celebriuae. an 


— Twain. Add hor: 
What do you ge’ 
Party”. 


It happens every year in August. One million people migrate to 

425 kilometers northwest of Sdo Pau 2 
rodeo / state fair / music festival. Th 
Pedo de Boiadeiro has been compared to the Las Vegas National Finals 
Rodeo, the Calgary Stampede, and the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo, but - this being Brazil - the energy is unlike et you'll 


Barretos, a tow 
day combinati 


find anywhere else i in the world. 


As record crowds | are expected to turn Festa do 
Pedo de Boiadeiro, organizers have extended the event from its 


regular ten days to seree en 
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'BARRETOS, BF AZIL 


Imagine the Rio de Janeiro Sambodromo on a saturday evening oe 


oliticians?: All those sex 
this scene to the countryside. Instead of feathered headdresses, 
think of cowboy hats. Take off the sequined G-strings and put on 
Wrangler jeans. Send away the drummers and crank up the Shania — 
5, belt buckles, Brahm 
razilians call it “The 


com . For dates and travel information related to the Barretos infammetiona Rodeo, : 
visit www.independentes.com.br. For general questions and/or on contact 
Jason Bermingham at oe 


MUSIC MAN: Do you believe the hype 
that 2005 will be better than 1998 for country 
music in Brazil? 


RODRIGO: Globo TV... Brazil’s most 
important channel... is filming a new soap 
opera called “America”. It’s going to air prime 
time in 2005 and it highlights the country way- 
of-life here in Brazil and in the USA. The cast 
is made up of Brazil’s biggest stars - Déborah 
Secco, Murilo Benicio, Murilo Rosa, Juliana 
Paes, Vera Fischer. The author is Gloria 
Peres, perhaps Brazil’s best screenwriter, and 
the director is Jaime Monjardim, who’s also 
very famous. Plus, when Globo TV decides 
to do something, everyone else follows along. 
Record TV is launching a new sertaneja 
program. Bandeirantes has a program starring 
sertaneja idol Sérgio Reis. The country culture 
has never received so much media attention 
in Brazil. And to top it all off, the Barretos 
Rodeo will be celebrating its 50™ anniversary 


this year. In other words, 2005 is the year 
it all comes together. Everyone’s expecting 
wonders... 


and so am I. 


ment bleachers? The | 
girls and boys? Now move 


and shish kebabs. 
s s Dlggest foes 
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Take to the High Seas: Books on Nautical 
Adventures! (One free with any purchase of two hooks!) 


Shipwreck: A Saga of Sea 
Tragedy and Sunken Treasure 
Dave Horner 


This book is 
based on _ the 
journals (written 
in the mid 1600s) 
of Padre Diego 
Rivadeneira dic 
narrowly escaped 
death at sea time 
and again. In 
each ship that 
sank went untold 
amounts of gold, 
silver and other 
bounty. With the 
author's discovery 
of Rivadeneira’s 
journals and his 
own diving adventures, the bounty was eventu- 
ally recovered. Find out about these journeys, 
old and new. Hardcover. 290 pages. 


$11.00 [Members $10.00] Item #283 


DWE THOR 


Sailing Among the Stars: The 
Story of Tristan Jones’ Sea Dart 
Laurel Wagers 


The Sea Dart 
once made a 
journey from 
Peru to Lake 
Titicaca, over 
the Andes to 
Bolivia, Brazil 
and Argentina 
and then out 
to sea once 
again in the 
Atlantic. She 
has been sailed 
by many, and 
these are her 
journeys with 
captain Tristan 
' Jones, before 

she ended up 
at the Waldorf Astoria! Find out how she lived 
to tell the tale and read about her journey 
through South America! Paperback. 115 pages. 


$7.00 [Members $6.00] Item #282 


AG STGRY OF 
TRISTAN JONES’ SEA 
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Endurance 
Alfred Lansing 


“By endurance 
we conquer” 
were Ernest 
Shackleton’s 
most famous 
wordsand explain 
how he came to 
name his ship 
“Endurance.” 
And, it was this 
ship that led him 
and his crew to 
Antarctica in 
1914. His story 
has come to be 
known as one 
of the greatest 
; adventure stories 
of all times and is here told, thanks to the 
many journals that the crew kept. 270 pages. 
Hardcover. 


$11.00 [Members $10.00] Item #286 


2005 Machu Picchu Calendar on 
sale now! 


der = what 
Machu 
Picchu would 
have looked 
like had you 
been around 
on June 21st, 
1530? Well 
now you'll 
know! For 
the first time 
ever the 
famous series 
of calendars published by Wright Water 
Engineers features a whole series of colored 
illustrations of Machu Picchu at its height. This 
spectacular series of illustrations by artist Robert 
Giusti features 13 views of Machu Picchu show- 
ing the principal temple with the priest direct- 
ing the winter solstice ceremony, the Eastern 
Urban Sector, the arrival of the llama supply 
trains, a gathering of the Inca elite, potato har- 
vest, the sacred gate, construction of the build- 
ings, temple of the sun, and temple of the con- 
dor. Order now! 


Sale!: $12.00 [Members $10.00] Item #112 


MACHU PICCHU 


Lempan 


goes SCENIC CA 


Ever won- : 


To Order: 1-800-274-0568 
or saexplorers.org 


Cusco Tales 
Richard Nisbet 
{ Enjoy a slice 
es of Cusco life- 
Cusco Ja Mostly true 
Richard Nisbet stories py a 
, ngo who has 
Aside of Cusco 
you won't find had an on o- 
ing love affair 


in the guidebooks 


with the town 
for 28 years. 
Funny, irrever- 
ent, adventur- - 
ous, literate... 
the places 
and people of 
Cusco. The 
bars and discos, 
the peddlers 
and priests, 
the guides, the gurus...and the girls. Laced 
throughout with Inca history as well as views of 
contemporary and ancient culture. Comes with 
a CD-ROM “The Ancient Walls”, a gallery of 
photos of the Inca ruins (some dating back to 
1975) with commentary. 230 pages, soft cover. 


$20.00 [Members $18.00] Item #150 


Inchudes a bonus CD-ROM 
The Ancient Walls 
Apikase galery of ihe inca Ruins 
Photos dating back to 1975 


Forgotten Vilcabamba 
Vincent R. Lee 


The most 
comprehensive 
treatment of the 
post-Conquest, 
Neo-Inca_ state 
of Vilcabamba 
in print. Covers 
the history of 
the province 
from the time 
of  Pachacuti’ 
Inca through 
the capture 
and _execu- 
tion of Tupac 
Amaru Inca in 
1572, the early 
explorations of 
Bingham, von Hagen, Savoy and many others 
and the recent documentation of the region’s 
many ruin-sites by the Sixpac Manco expedi- 
tions. 515 pages, including 60 pages of maps 
and drawings, a Foreword by John Hemming, a 
65 page Guide to Inca Vilcabamba and 48 color 
photographs; soft cover. 


$33.00 [Members $30.00] Item #306 


South American Explorer 


The Fournals of Hipolito Ruiz 


Translated 
by _ Richard 
Schultes and 
Marian von 
Thenen de 
Jaramillo- 
Arango 
These are the 
journals writ- 
ten between 
1777 and 1788 
of one of the 
first european 
ethnobotonists 
about his jour- 
neys through- 
out South 
America, but mostly in Peru and Colombia. 
They cover topics relating to the landscape, 
weather, natural environment, colonial history 
and native cultures of the time. Considered 
progressive for his respect for the environment 
and indigenous people and for documenting 
the medicinal uses and properties of plants, his 
journals have been translated and used by some 
of the most noted ethnobotonists of today. 355 
pages. Hardcover. 


$15.00 [Members $14.00] Item #287 


Nice views of the city 
Between San Blas and Main 
Square Good atmosphere 
and Cusco hospitality 


AMARU 
HOSTAL 


CUESTA SAN BLAS 541 CUSCO-PERU 


Telefax: (084) 225933 

Email: amaru@telser.com.pe 
amarufiostal@speedy.com.pe, 

www.cusco.net/amaru i 


For those who dare to face their dreams, 
of experience we invite you to join us in 
this unique adventure, hike in the Andes 
and enjoy the pristine rainforest. 


PEN Ca 


bral eae ee 


- Authorized Inca Trail Tour Operator 
-Mollepata / Saikantay 

- Ausangate Trek 

- Choquequirao 


- Tambopata / rainforest 
- Pongo de Mainique 


Cultural tours: - Machupicchu day trips 
- Colca Canyon 
- Lake Titicaca 
Others: - Specialist on airfares 
inbetween the country 
- Hotel reservations 


- Vilcabamba / Espiritu Pampa. 
~ Cordillera Vilcanota 
- Cordillera Blanca 


Jungle Trips: - Manu Expeditions 
- DISCOUNT SAE MEMBERS - 
CALLE SUECIA N° 339 PLAZA DE ARMAS - CUSCO PERU 
TEF : + 51 84 241070 - FAX : + 51 84 239669 


Info@incaexplorers.com www.incaexplorers.com 
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Woman’s Sumaq Rurag hat 


Handmade of alpaca wool. 


$12.00 [Members $10.00] Item #822 


Woman’s Sumaq Ruraq scarf 
Handmade of alpaca wool. 


$12.00 [Members $10.00] ltem #823 
Both hat and scarf and save $2.00 


Arpillera with market scene 


100% cotton. 30x30 cm. 
$14.00 [Members $12.00] Item #841 


“SOME SPECIES WATCH THE FOREST 
FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE 


Welcome to your 
ecological niche. 


A UNIQUE SPECIES OF ECOTOUR 
(303) 838-9412 WWW.PERUNATURE.COM 


MANU EXPEDITIONS 2 


Are you ready to discover and learn 
from the Amazonian Rainforest? 


VIANU 


THEIGREENIPARADISE: 


yy) ¥) Responsible Ecotourism 
vi Quality and security 
Yi Knowledgeable guides 
Professional and friendly staff 


<i Fixed guaranteed departures 


Expedi tions Plateros 363 - Cusco - Pert 
Telf,: (51-84) 244751 
if | 10% SAEC discount Fax; (51-84) 251872 
TOUR OPERATOR {N TO RESERVED ZONE Email: MANUVILCA@terra.com.pe 
{AND INKA TRAIL http://www.cbc.org.pe/manuvilcal 


MANU AMAZON RAINFOREST 
HORSE TREKS I THE ANDES 

spec! BIRDWATCHING 
CULTURAL AND ARCHABOLOGICAL ¥| 
PERU OVERLAND 


=~ 


LNGAGY NOZVWY O1 S2GNY 


Ml cami 

www. ManuExpeditions.com 

Mall Address: P.O. Box 606, Cusco, Peru (@ 
Tet: S14-84-226671/239974 


SAUNANAAQY NOZVAY 01 SAQNY ALIIVND 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 


Would you like to help young people 
with social problems in Peru? 


HAMPY... 
gives you the opportunity!!! 


Comfort and security at a great location. 


We run Orientation and Psycho- 
therapy Programs to combat: 
Q Substance Abuse 


mn 


Q Antisocial Behaviour 

Q ~~ Suicidal Behavior 

Q Domestic Violence 
And others.... 


@ Spacious single, @ Private bathroom 
double and triple ™ Color cable tv 
guest rooms 

& Telephone 


@ Continental 
breakfast @ Pets welcome 


Contact us now: info@hampy.org 
www.hampy.org 


Sponsored by AULA World Spanish 
School: www.aulaworld.org 


Jr. Chiclayo 533 Miraflores Lima, Peru (511) 447-4325 or 447-2248 
www.geocities.com/devillehotel/inicio.htm 


s We offer you exactly the same 


as the other Spanish schools. 
‘The difference is all profits from \i A 
the Spanish school pay for the = 
education and food of 16 Nuovo Dia del 
under-privileged children who 4) f use 


_ attend our school's youth program. Let your earning in inspire a child! 


www.spanishcusco.com amigos@spanishcusco.com Zaguan del Cielo Cusco Pert Tel/Fax 0051 84 24 22 92 
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Bolivia - Lonely Planet 

Bolivia Handbook - Footprints 

Machu Picchu Guidebook 

Chile Handbook - Footprint 

Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands 

Cusco & the Inca Trail Handbook - Footprint 
Chile Insight Guide 

Nicaragua Handbook - Footprints 
Galapagos Islands 

Peru Handbook - Footprint 

Argentina Insight Guides 

Peru Insight Guides 

The Amazon - The Bradt Travel Guide 
Brazil Insight Guides 

Chile & Easter Island - Lonely Planet 
Argentina - Uruguay - Paraguay - Lonely Planet 
Peru - Lonely Planet 

Brazil Handbook - Footprint 

Chile Experience - Travel Guide 

Exploring Cusco - 5th Edition 

Colombia Handbook - Footprint 

Guatemala Guide 

Mexico Handbook-Footprint 

Brazil Guidebook - Lonely Planet 

Ecuador & Galapagos Handbook - Footprint 
South America on a Shoestring 

Mexico and Central America Footprint 
Venezuela Footprints Handbook 

Venezuela Insight Guide 

Ecuador & Galapagos - Insight Guide 


Field Guides - Natural History - Wildlife 
Birds of Colombia 

Galapagos Wildlife 

Galapagos Natural History 

Where to Watch Birds in Central America 
Wildlife of the Galapagos 

Birds of Venezuela 

In Amazonia - A Natural History 

Tropical Mexico: Ecotravellers’ Wildlife Guide 
Site Guide: Costa Rica Birding 

Birds of Southern SA and Antartica 
Common Birds of Amazonian Ecuador 
Neotropical Rainforest Mammals 


History and Culture 
The Conquest of the Incas 
Peru Reader 


Apus & Incas 
Nazca Lines 
Between the Lines 


$22.00 
$22.95 


$10.00 
$12.00 
$37.95 


The White Rock - An Exploration of the Inca Heartland $25.95 


Cusco Tales 


$18.00 


Lonely Planet 

Footprints (Alan Murphy) 
Ruth Wright 

Toby Green - 3rd Edition 
Lonely Planet 

Ben Box 

Ruth Bradley and others 
Footprints 

Marylee Stephenson 

Ben Box & Alan Murphy 
Various 

Various 

Roger Harris & Peter Hutchison 
Edwin Taylor and Tom Murphy 
Various - 5th Edition 
Lonely Planet - 3rd edition 
Lonely Planet - 4th edition 
Ben Box & Mick Day 

Josh Howell 

Peter Frost 

Footprint (Peter Pallard) 
Paul Glassman 

Patrick Maher 

Various 5th edition 

Robert & Daisy Kunstaetter 
Lonely Planet 

Footprints 

Ben Box / Footprints 


Mary Dempsey 
Various 


Steven L. Hilty & William L. Brown 
David Horwell / Pete Oxford 
Michael H. Jackson 

Nigel Wheatley & David Brewer 
Julian and Daniel Fitter 

Steven L. Hilty 

Hugh Raffles 

Les Beletsky 

Styles and Skutch 

Martin R. de la Pena 

Chris Canaday & Lou Jost 
Louise H, Emmons 


John Hemming 

“Orin Starn, Carlos Iv.n Degregori 
& Robin Kirk” 

Charles Brod 

Johan Reinhard 

Anthony F. Aveni 

Hugh Thomson 

Richard Nesbit 
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Moche Portraits from Ancient Peru 

Brazil Reader 

Through the Brazilian Wilderness 
Makuna: Portrait of an Amozonian People 
Argentina Reader 

America Latina 

Los Chachapoya 

Amazonia: The land, wildlife, river, people 
Forgotten Vilcamba 

Realm of the Incas 


Trekking and Climbing 
Peru & Bolivia - Trekking Guide 
The Andes - A trekking guide 


“Ecuador, Peru $ Bolivia - The Backpackers's Manual" 


Ecuador: A Climbing Guide 

Trekking in the Patagonian Andes 

Bolivia: A Climbing Guide 

Aconcagua - A climbing guide 
Hiking/Backpacking in the Venezuelan Andes 
Chile & Argentina Trekking Guide 

Trekking in Bolivia 

Climbs of the Cordillera Blanca 


“Adventure, Fiction and Miscellaneous” 
Where There Is No Doctor 

Where Women Have No Doctor 

An Odd Odyssey 

Driving thru Latin America 

Wild Winds - Adventures in the Highest Andes 
Cordillera Huayhuash 

Tambo: Life in an Andean Village 

In Search of Robinson Crusoe 

“Bugs, Bites & Bowels” 

Realm of the Incas 


Language 

Breaking Out of Beginner's Spanish 
Platiquemos - Spanish FSI Course - one level 
Platiquemos - Spanich FS! Course - 2 levels 
Platiquemos - Spanish FSI course - 4 levels 
Platiquemos - Spanish FSI course - 8 levels 
FSI Portuguese course - level 1 - cassettes 
FSI Portuguese Course - level 2 - cassettes 


$16.95 
$25.95 
$16.95 
$15.95 
$16.95 
$15.95 
$15.95 

$8.00 
$16.95 
$15.95 
$23.95 


$17.00 
$20.00 
$18.75 
$22.95 
$18.99 
$14.00 
$15.95 
$22.95 

$8.95 
$42.00 


$15.95 

$99.00 
$179.00 
$369.00 
$699.00 
$225.00 
$285.00 


FSI Portuguese Course - levels 1-and 2 - cassettes $445.00 


FSI Portuguese course - levels 1 - CDs 
FSI - Spanish to Portuguese cassesttes 
FSI Spanish to Portuguese - CDs 
Berlitz Portuguese for Travellers 
Quechua Phrasebook 

Brazilian Phrasebook - Lonely Planet 
Latin America Spanish Phrasebook 
Maya for Travelers 

Spoken Maya - cassette 


$225.00 
$45.00 
$59.00 
$4.95 
$3.95 
$4.95 
$6.95 
$15.95 
$12.95 


Christopher Donnan 
Levine 

Theodore Roosevelt 

Kaj Arhem 

Nouzeilles & Montaldo 
Fabienne Rousso-Lenoir 
Adriana von Hagen 
Afonso Capelas Jr. 
Vince Lee 

Max Milligan 


Hillary Bradt and Kathy Jarvis 
John Biggar/Cathy Biggar 
Bradt - Kathy Jarvis 

Yossi Brain 

Lonely Planet - 2nd Edition 
Yossi Brain 

R. J. Secor 

Forest Leighty 

Tim Burford - 5th Edition 
Yossi Brain 

David Sharman 


David Werner 

August Burns et al. 
Glen David Short 

Chris Yelland 

Ed Darack 

Adam Kolff & Jim Bartle 
Julia Meyerson 

Daisuke Takahashi 
Jane Wilson - Howarth 
Max Milligan 


Joseph J. Keenan 

Foreign Service Institute 
Foreign Service Institute 
Foreign Language Service 
Foreign Language Service 
Foreign Service Institute 
Foreign Service Institute 
Foreign Service Institute 
Foreign Service Institute 
Foreign Service Institute 
Foreign Service Institute 
Berlitz 

Lonely Planet 

Lonely Planet 

Lonely Planet 

Gary Bevington 

Fernando Ojeda 
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Peru/Cusco 


Calle Plateros 360 Cusco - Peru / T: (51-84) 238323 / F: (51-84) 252696 
E-mail: pantiac@terra.com.pe —_—ihttp: //www.pantiacolla.com 


o Discount 
5 % SAE members 


TREKKING 
inka trail to Machupicchu 


Calle Garcilaso 210, office 210 B Salkantay 
Cusco - Peru Ausangate 
Phone: (51 84) 247836 / 238245 Choquequirao 
Fax: (51 84) 222535 Vilcabamba, and more... 


E-mail: contact@qente.com RIVER. RAE TING 
www.gente.com HORSE RIDING 
i CULTURAL TOURS 


~ We will give you a story to tell” 


NINOS HOTEL 


* 2 times nominated as one of 
the best 2% hotels in Cusco 

* Recommended by Let’s Go 
Lonely Planet and others 

* Breakfast with home made 
bread in our sunny courtyard 

* All profits go to our child-aid 
projects in Cusco 


Calle Meloc 442 - Cusco 


Tel. 084-231424 ninoshotel@terra.com.pe www.ninoshotel.com 
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CASA ELENA 


ill warmly welcome you and your family with our | 
mfortable commodities and fair price. All rooms | 
ve private bathrooms with 24 hr. hot water and 

able T.V. Additionally, we offere free hot drinks | 
id use of the kitchen. 

e are located just in the historical town canter | 
xt to the SAE Club House. 


asa Elena, calle Choquechaca 162, San Blas, 


CUSCO 
Tel/Fax (084) 241202 
E-mail; chemin @terra.com.pe | 
you inform us of your flights arrival, we will be 
ppy to pick you up at the airport for free. 


EXPLORERS INN 


TOURISM ¢ RES CH » CONSERVATION 
A 


The ONLY lodge inside 
the Tambopata National Reserve 
in the Peruvian Amazon. 


safaris @amauta.rcp.net.pe 
www.explorersinn.com 


South American Explorer 


Peru/Cusco 


Alternative Treks “Authorized Inca Trait Operators - Mountain Biking 
Rafting - fattest & Traditional Tours - Customized Travel Around Peru’ 
— Dee SD 


# 


Plazoleta Santa Catalina 219 - Tel/Fax: 51-84-251892 


andinatravel@terra.com.pe / www, andinatravel.com 


DISCOUNT FOR SAE MEMBERS 


HOVELES ADVAL IMA 


Royal Inka | 
Plaza Regocijo 299 


Royal inka Il 
Santa Teresa 335 


Royal inka Pisac 


Highway to Pisac Ruins 


Reservations 
Calle Pumacurco 408 Phone; 263276 
Located in downtown millenary Cusco. A five Fax: 234221 
minutes walk from de mail square. e-mail: 
Tel. 51 84 232569 Fax. 51 84 235126 foyalinke@agl.com 


e-mail: reservation@hotelarqueologo.com sion Tabs lickah ciel pe We offer of the Royal Inka Pisac, camping facilities, 
wuw.hotelarqueclogo.com ; : saunas, jacuzzi, also we have a convention center for up 


S@CIO 


ADVENTURES 5. Day Adventure Trek 
aie visiting the highland 


villages in northern Peru 


Build a cooking stove for a 
Peruvian family 


Helping Peruvian families while you travel 


We provide short duration adventure treks that help 
improve the basic living conditions of families and 
communities in Peru. 


For more information contact us at info@socioadventures.com or visit our website www.socioadventures.com 
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__ Where to Watch 
| Birds in 


Thoma 


eru is one of the worlds 

premier birding destina- 

tions and has the second 
highest diversity of birds on 
earth. This bird finding guide 
by Thomas Valqui is a mile- 
stone in Peruvian birding litera- 
ture. Nine years in preparation, 
Thomas Valqui visited all but a 
handful of the birding localities 
in this book, painstakingly gath- 
ering information on vegetation 
types, kilometre readings, local 
transport and access options 
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and sketching very 
useful maps. Most 
intelligently using 
information pro- 
vided by colleagues 
and other birders in 
Peru he compiled 
what can only be 
described as a com- 
plete inventory of 
all presently known 
birding localities 
within the country. 
The book is user 
friendly and divided 
up into geographi- 
cal regions. A short 
list of special and 
sought after birds 
and help on how to 
access the site using 
public transport, 
where available, is 
given, plus detailed 
directions with 
sketch maps on how 
to get there. The 
books overall appeal 
is accentuated with colour photos of 
habits by Walter Wust and charm- 
ing pen and ink bird sketches by 
Dan Lane. Valqui takes great pains 
not only to provide a complete site 
guide but to also provide additional 
useful information in the introduc- 
tory chapters on suggested reading 
and references, climate, travellers 
tips, bio -geographic bird regions, 
and a very good section on the 
habitats found in Peru comple- 
mented by Wust’s photos. Valqui 
also takes pains to warn the reader 


of the potential hazards of tray- 
elling in Peru’s remote interior 
and provides information on tour 
agencies and lodges specialized in 
catering for travelling birders for 
those who prefer to set their trip 
up in advance. Principally, the 
book is aimed at birders travel- 
ling alone in Peru, either by pub- 
lic transport or with a hire car, yet 
I used it the other day and that’s 
after 20+ years birding far flung 
corners of Peru. In short a bird 
finding masterpiece, marred only 
by printing errors on some of the 
sketch maps where numeric sym- 
bols appear to have been omitted 
on some maps. A complete list 
of Peruvian birds is provided at 
the back of the book. A must for 
anyone visiting Peru. 


Barry Walker 
Manu Expeditions 


bwalker@amauta.rcp.net.pe 


South American Explorer 


Price: $19.95 
Avalon Travel Publishing, 2004. 
www.moon.com 


Review by Leda Duif 


MOON HANDBOOKS 


pendent traveler you will no 

doubt be in need of a guidebook 
and the latest one to hit the shelves 
is Moon Handbooks Peru by Ross 
Wehner & Renee Del Gaudio. And 
for those of you with an all-inclu- 
sive package in mind you will get 
more out of your trip if you glance 
over this guidebook before you set 
off, because it’s filled with an abun- 
dance of facts, advice, maps and 


I: you come to Peru as an inde- 


photos. Ross and Renee traveled 
throughout Peru in a jeep for the 
best part of a year. This together 
with Ross’ experi- 
ence as a mountain 
guide and _ jour- 
nalist and Renee’s 
Architect’s eye 
have culminated in 
a thorough, upbeat 
and well written 
guidebook to Peru. 
I found particu- 
larly valuable and 
informative the 
interspersed arti- 
cles, that truly give 
you an insider’s per- 
spective on Peru. 
The Wrong Way 
to Take Ayahuasca; 
Camisea Gas Fields: 
The Last Place 
on Earth, Advice 
from a_ Reformed 
Terroristand Peru’s 
White Gold are 
just some of the 
well written and 
informative pieces. 
The Truth Behind 
Hemingway’s 
Caboblanco and The 
Who's who of Paracas 
Birds are among the 
lighter topics you will 
find in this book. 
The guide is broken down into 
nine regionally defined sections: 
Cusco and the Sacred Valley, Lake 
Titicaca and Canyon Country, The 
Amazon, Nasca and the Desert Coast, 
Lima, Ayacucho and the Central 
Highlands, Huaraz and the Cordillera 
Blanca; Trujillo and the North 
Coast, Cajamarca and the Northern 
Highlands. The only bone I have 
to pick with the authors is that 
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Arequipa didn’t get it’s own chapter! 
Of course that just happens to be my 
hometown and as I read the write 
up on the white city, under the Lake 
Titicaca and Canyon Country section, 
I immediately forgave them as this 
part is very detailed and complete. 
‘Two additional sections are entitled 
“Discover Peru” and “Know Peru”. 
‘These are very useful to the reader; 
as well as including the usual pieces 
on the country history, health and 
safety and a Spanish phrasebook 
there is also a Quechua basics and a 
great list of recommended reading 
and Internet Resources, as well as a 
section on Volunteering in Peru. 

Another unique feature is the 
index; in addition to a comprehen- 
sive alphabetical index there are six 
highlighted boxes with a very help- 
ful thematic index. These are titled: 
Ancient Cultures, Beaches, Hiking 
/ Backpacking, Inca Sites, Reserves 
and Protected Areas. And believe 
me when you are rushing around 
the country and having to make 
quick decisions it’s all about a good 
index! 

This useful guide is a practical 
book for the traveler and explorer 
and is packed with invaluable advice. 
In fact, I could not agree more with 
the following wise words from the 
authors: “Lima is an extraordinary 
city, but it takes a little getting used 
to. The country’s leading museums, 
churches and restaurants are here 
along with nearly eight million 
people... It is the maximum expres- 
sion of Peru’s cultural diversity (and 
chaos)...But do yourself a favor and 
see Lima at the end of your trip, 
not at the beginning. That way you 
have a better chance of understand- 
ing what you see and not becoming 
overwhelmed in the process.” 
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Classifieds 


Peru 
HOTELS & LODGING 


Hostal Marani: A safe & friendly place, comfortable 
rooms, private bathroom, 24 hours hot water, store- 
room, english-dutch speaking owner. You can find us 
in the centre of art, nearby Plaza San Blas and only 
3 blocks away from Plaza de Armas. Carmen Alto 
194, CUSCO TELEFAX: 084 - 249462 http://www. 
hostalmarani.com or email: info@ hostalmarani.com 


Hostal Roma: Beautiful historic mansion converted 
to hostal in historic downtown Lima. Built in 1882, 
Hostal Roma offers a tranquil stay close 0 city attrac- 
tions. Roma offers Airport p/u, café, internet, travel 
agency, free kitchen use and friendly, helpful staff. 
Discount for SAE members. Visit our website at www. 
hostalroma.8m.com. 


Explorer’s House - Friendly and safe place with 
family atmosphere. Free breakfast, kitchen facili- 
ties, hot water 24 hours, English spoken, TV, cable 
and movies, Spanish lessons. Address: Av. Alfredo 
Leon 158, Miraflores. 15 mins walk from SAE. Only 
$5 per night. Tel. (+51-1)241.5002 E-mail: explor- 
ers_house @yahoo.com.es or go to: www.geocities. 
com/explorers_house (NOTE: underscore bw. 
Explorers and House) 


PENSION JOSE LUIS. Miraflores/Lima. Very friendly 
English speaking owners. Cozy rooms in a private 
home, located minutes away from central Miraflores. 
Cooking facilities, rooms with private bath, hot water 
24 hours, cable TV. Phone and fax available, safe 
box, luggage storage, book exchange, free internet, 
helpful information to our guests. SAE member price 
is $9/person (private room, including breakfast). SAE 
member price is $7/person (share room, including 
breakfast) Capacity 27 rooms, 100 persons (airport 
service US$10 from one to three persons) Francisco 
de Paula Ugarriza 727, San Antonio Miraflores. 

Tel: (511) 444.1015, Fax: (511)446.7177 Email: 
hsjluis @terra.com.pe Webpage: www.hoteljoseluis. 
com 


APARTEMENTOS MODERNOS: Situated smack 
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between the beaches and the mountains, spectacu- 
lar views and comfortable furniture. 20% SAE mem- 
ber discount. Jack and Jill Tele. 123-4567 


HOSTEL DE LAS ARTES, Central Lima. Dutch 
owned, from $5,00, near SAE, airport pick-ups. Jr 
Chota 1460, Lima. Tel:511.433.0031 artes @terra. 
com.pe, Hostel de las Artes - Central Lima, Dutch 
owned, from $5, old restored mansion, airport pick 
ups. Jr. Chota 1460, Lima. Tel (+51-1)433.0031 
http://arteswelcome.tripod.com 


APARTMENTS for Rent. Cusco. Irish owned, old 
colonial house, fully furnished, Cable TV, heating, 
kitchen, garden, 5 minute walk from main square, 
nightly or monthly rates, inquire at Paddy Flaherty’s 
Irish Pub. Calle Triunfo 124 ask for Gary. 


EXPLORERS INN, Tambopata Nature Reserve, 
Puerto Maldonado, Peru. Over 595 species of birds, 
1200+ butterflies, 149 dragonflies. For Information 
and reservations, contact Peruvian Safaris, 
Alcanfores 459, Miraflores, Lima. Tel:(511)447.8888 
Fax (511) 241.8427 http://peruviansafaris.com/ E- 
mail: safaris @ amauta.rcp.net.pe 


INTERNSHIP/VOLUNTEER 


Anybody looking for an internship? The SAE, 
Lima, now runs a successful internship program. 
Why not earn academic credits with us here in 
Peru? Combine the excitement of traveling with the 
wonder of leaning. Contact us for further details at 


limaclub @ saexplorers.org 


RESTAURANTS, BARS, ETC. 


CAFE Z Fresh coffee, hot chocolate, and tea. 
Homemade, delicious cakes and pies. Great atmo- 
sphere. Esq Jose Galvez, Miraflores. Tel: 446 5922. 


TRAVEL & TOUR SERVICES 


Arequipa — Personalized Tours available, including 
local cuisine, country tours, general travel advice as 
well as domestic / international flight / hotel bookings 


Contact English speaking Antonio Martinez at 
LR Travel. Tel: 054 246007 or 054-212916 or E-Mail: 
antoniomartinezllosa@ hotmail.com or Irviajes @star. 
com.pe Address: Mercaderes 409 Interior 3, 
Arequipa. 


Neotropical Adventures — Customized Adventure 
Trips: climbing, trekking, overland 4x4, expedition 
support. 5% discount for SAE Members. Tel: +51-1- 
445.1286 E-mail info@neotropicalperu.com or go to 
www.neotropicaladventures.com 


Fertur Peru — Tour and travel agent in downtown 
Lima & Miraflores. Tourist information, package 
tours, international and domestic flights, excursions, 
reconfirmations. Great prices and student discounts, 
English spoken. Close to Plaza Mayor in Lima Tel: 
+51-1-427-1958 or in Miraflores near SAE, on Schell 


485. Tel: +51-1-445-1974 Web:http://ferturperu.tripod. 


com E-mail: fertur@terra.com.pe 


PANTIACOLLA TOURS, Manu National Reserve. 
Visit one of the worlds most fascinating natural 


reserves. Five, seven, and nine day tours leaving 
from Cusco almost daily. Quality guides, English 
spoken, friendly service. Email www.pantiacolla.com 
Phone (51.84)238.323 


SOCIO ADVENTURES - We get you inside a local 
Peruvian house to build a cooking stove for a family. 
Our trekking and culture adventure will give you the 
opportunity to improve the living conditions of a local 
family while you travel. info@socioadventures.com 
www.socioadventures.com 


RAINFOREST EXPEDITIONS - Manu Reserve. 
Catering to research, educational and travel groups. 
Cusco office: Turfino 350. Tel: 084.23.2772. Lima 
office: Aramburu 166 4B Tel: 01.421.83. USA Toll 
Free: 877-905-3782 www.PeruNature.com 


PEDAL PERU/MOUNTAIN BIKE ADVENTURES 
- one to 21 day mountain bike adventures in the 
Peruvian Andes and Amazon, and Bolivia. Best 
equipment/bikes, knowledgeable guides, impec- 
cable organization, and awesome routes! Huaraz 
based. Web page: www.pedalperu.com e-mail: 
pedalperu@ hotmail.com U.S.A. phone 1-800-708- 
8604 


LANGUAGE SCHOOLS 


Arequipa — Learn Spanish and volunteer! Contact 
English speaking professional Antonio Martinez for 
Spanish Language Tuition and volunteer placement. Also 
available for personalized tours including local cuisine, 
city and country tours and general travel advice in Peru. 
E-mail: amartin| @terra.com.pe. Tel +51-54-212916 


CAMPING & CLIMBING GEAR: 


Altamira Trading - Camping and climbing gear, 
backpacks, sleeping bags, stoves, etc all avail- 
able. 5% Discount for SAE members. Address: Arica 
880, Miraflores, Lima. Tel. +51-1-445.1286 E-mail: 
altamira @terra.com.pe 


Ecuador 


HOTELS & LODGING 


QUITO. LA CASA SOL. (Lodging) Enjoy our hospital- 
ity and warm family environment. Central location in 
New Town, Quiet Rooms: singles, doubles, suites. 10% 
discount for SAE Members. Calama 127 & Ave. 6 de 
Diciembre. Telf: (5932) 223-0798. Fax: (5932) 222-3383, 
E-Mail: info@lacasasol.com. Web: www.lacasasol.com. 


OTAVALO. Las Palmeras Inn’s garden cottages are 

a 20 minute downhill walk to Otavalo’s markets. Each 
cottage has a private bathroom, livingrom with fireplace 
and patio with startling mountain views. Single/double 
occupancy with breakfast, $30 ($30/$40, 2003). www. 
ecuadorexplorer.com/laspalmeras. Reservations, 
palmeras @cusin.com.ec, tel: (593) 692-2607 (ITC-72) 


THE GUEST HOUSE - Strategically located between 


colonial and modern Quito, with magnificent views of 

the Andean Mountain Range. We offer fully furnished 
rooms with private bathrooms. Living room, fireplace, 
TV, telephone, equipped kitchen, inside patio, laundry 
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area. Ideal for long stays. Weekly and monthly 
discounts. Visit our web: www.tours-unlimited.com 
or write us: marcoatm@hoy.net. Phone (24hrs) 593- 
22-222-564. Address: Julio Castro 379 y Valparaiso, 
Quito, Ecuador 


CASA VICTORIA ON THE BEACH AT PLAYAS. 
Tranquil village 90km from Guayaquil. Retreat for 
writing and other art or self-exploration. Various types 
of Accommodation, Private or Shared. Discount for 
SAE Members. Contact: Lic. Mariana Gonzales P. Tel: 
(593-2) 234-9355. spanishteachermariana @ yahoo.com 
or aventour @pi.pro.ec 


LANGUAGE 


PRIVATE SPANISH LESSONS: Recommended 
professional Spanish teacher with ten years of teach- 
ing experience. She speaks English and German. 
Reasonable prices. Contact: Lic. Mariana Gonzales P. 
Tel: (593-2) 234-9355. spanishteachermariana@ yahoo. 
com or aventour @pi.pro.ec 


QUITO ANTIGUO SPANISH SCHOOL In the heart of 
the Old Town. Competitive rates. Professional staff, 
Experienced hosting families. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Venezuela 1129 Y Olmedo. Tel.: (693-2) 228-6930. 
www.geocities.com/quitoantiguo_spanishschool. 
quitoantiguo @ yahoo.es 


RUMINAHUI SPANISH SCHOOL: One-to-One les- 
sons with professionals for $5/hour in friendly atmo- 
sphere. Outings, Family Stay, Volunteer Work. www. 
rumieducacion.com. 10% discount for SAE members. 


TRAVEL & TOUR SERVICES 


www.ecuadorexplorer.com - the finest and best 


preparation for an Ecuador trip. (ITC-72) 


MOGGELY CLIMBING. Best service and price with 
certified guides. Recommended by SAE. 10% discount 
for SAE members. Tel: (592-2) 255-4984. www.mog- 
gely.com or www.galapagosspecialists.com. 


AL SAFARI TOURS. Jeeps for adventures. Custom- 
made expeditions or join one of our groups for hiking, 
camping, etc. Ecuador's biggest and best climbing 
company. Full logistical support for your own expedi- 
tions. Tel. 1-800-434-8182 or (593-2) 255-2505 or 
(593-2) 220-426. E-mail: admin @safari.com.ec. Web: 
www.safari.com.ec. 


RESTAURANTS 


LEL CAFECITO - Quito & Cuenca - Warm and inviting 
cafe/hostal. Serving breakfast, light meals, full bar and 
a selection of homemade desserts. Quito Tel: (02)223- 
4862 Cuenca Tel: (07)832-337 www.cafecito.net 


ETCETERA 


The Center for the Working Girl (CENIT) needs 
volunteers and sponsor parents for working and street 
children in Quito, Ecuador. Please visit CENIT at www. 
cenitecuador.org 


Correspondant Sought: Would like to correspond 
with fellow SA travelers. Into camping, hiking, faising, 
etc. Interests include Quito and Rio, Guatemala and 
Costa Rica. Lets go... trekkers. Write to: Eddie. PO 
Box 2473, San Angelo, TX 76902 


Sr ECUADOR: eRc BOLIVIA 


Other Countries 


TOURS 


BRAZIL RAINFOREST, Scottish & Brazilian family-run 
riverboat tours and Amazon Rainforest Jungle Lodge 
featuring trekking, canoeing, fishing, wildlife, Indigenous 
Peoples and home cooking. (swallows @internext.com.br). 
Visit www.swallowsandamazonstours.com or call 508 255 
4794 in the USA. (ITC-99) 


www.spanish-peru.com : Claro Spanish Language 
Program in Arequipa, Peru. Private or group classes 
with native Spanish speakers. Info: Calle Paucarpata 
327 -Cercado- Arequipa- Peru.Phone: (5154)286929 or 
(5154)9694582. E-mail: info@spanish-peru.com. 5% dis- 
count for SAE members. 


South America expedition, Chance of a lifetime, only 

2 positions available for trip to remote, un-inhabited rainfor- 
est wilderness of GUYANA. Full compliment of qualified 
guides, all equipment etc., Leave from Georgetown on 
17th January for about three weeks. Details look up www. 
rewatravel.com or Contact: paul @nicholas407 fslife.co.uk, 
Tel:(0)1451-821890 (UK) 


FAST! | 


4 GROUP OR PRIVATE CLASSES 
* ALL AGES AND ALL LEVELS 


* HOMESTAY OPTION 


* AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES INCLUDED 


QuITo - ECUADOR | 
Calle José Queri 2 y Granados — 


Telf.: (593 2) 2452 84 
Fax.:(593 2) 2455822 


www. latinoschools.com 


* FREE DANCE CLASSES 
* WALKING CITY TOUR 
* VOLUNTEER WORK 


CUSCO - PERU 


Av. Sol 580 
Telf.: (51-84) 243 364 
Fax.: (51-84) 225 235 


* COLLEGE CREDITS AVAILABLE 


INCE ONHORNGSE AO 


Your open door 
to learning Spanish ! 


SUCRE - BOLIVIA 


Dalence 109 y Nicolas Ortiz 
Telefax.: (591 4) 6460537. 
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Membership categories 


SINGLE RATE 

O Regular US $50 

O Contributing US $80 
O Supporting US $150 
O Life US $750 

L Afterlife US $7,500 


Subscription 1 year ($22) 


COUPLE RATE 

0 Regular US $80 

O Contributing US $125 
0 Supporting US $225 
O Life US $1,150 

0 Afterlife US $10,000 


2 years ($35) 


Note: Subscribers do not receive Membership dis- 


counts or use of club services. Members/subscribers 


outside the US please add US $10 (US $7 Canada) 


for magazine postage. 


Make checks payable to South American Explorers. 
You may also fax your renewal to 607-277-6122 or 
renew online at www.saexplorers.org. 


0 Sign me up for FREE monthly e-newsletter. 
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Postage and Handling 


DOMESTIC ORDERS 
US $5 & under........... $2.00 
$5.01 to $15... .. $4.50 


$15.01 to $25. 
$25.01 to $50. 
$50.01 to $75. 


$75.01 to $100... 


$100.01 to $150 
$150.01 to $200 
$200.01 to $250 


Over $250........0+. 


$7.10 
$11.65 
$12.95 


ae $14.25 
Bethe $15.55 
ttt $17.55 
one $20.10 
canes $22.70 


NOTE: Do not include membership fee or sales tax 
when calculating postage and handling using above 


table. 


When shipping to more than one address, add $3.00 


to Postage and Handling. For UPS 2nd Day, add 
$10.00 to postage. For Next Day air, add $20.00 to 
postage (continental U.S. only) Allow 7-14 days for 


delivery in the U.S. 


Foreign Orders 


If your order is to be sent outside the U.S. and you 
are paying by credit card, we will add the cost of air- 


mail. If you wish, send your order, and we will advise 
you of the total cost plus postage charges so you can 
pay by check. Foreign checks and money orders must 


be in U.S. funds drawn on a bank with a U.S. office. 


GIFT CERTIFICATES 


are available in any denomination; U.S. $10.00 mini- 


mum. Send a Gift Membership, merchandise, or free 


catalog to the person of your choice. Simply specify 


their name, address and the items you want shipped 


in the “Ship to” section at right. 


é 
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( New Member or Subscriber 
(1 Renewing Membership # 


NOTE: UPS cannot deliver to P.O. boxes 
Visa/Discover/Mastercard/ American Express (for orders of U.S. $15 or more) 
Number. 


Expires. Signature 


Or call 800-274-0568 or FAX 607-277-6122 


Send payment in U.S, dollars drawn on a U.S. bank to: 
South American Explorers, 126 indian Creek Road, Ithaca, NY, 14850, USA 


5] 
I 
i 
l 
U New Address | 
QUANTITY ITEM # ITEM NAME PRICE I 
I 
I 
l 
l 
l 
l 
i 
i 
Subtotal | 
8.25% Sales Tax (NY residents only) | 
Postage and Handling 
Membership | 
Gift Membership | 
TOTAL US $ 
BILL TO: | 
Name. | 
Address. 
City/State/Zip | 
Telephone | 
E-mail address. 
SHIP TO: i 
Name. a 
Address. I 
City/State/Zip 
Telephone. | 
l 
i 
i 
l 
i 
all 
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MAPS 


Look closely at the maps on this page. Then try to get one 

from Amazon.com. You can’t! Why? Because members of South 
American Explorers handcarry these maps back from various 
secret (0.K., forget the secret) locations in South America, so 
we’re one of the very few and sometimes the only source for 
these maps in the U.S. You want a map of Yanahuanca that could 
well mean the difference between life and death when you’re 
hoofing about the Cordillera Huayhuash? Well, you better talk 

to us, not Amazon.com, not BarnesandNoble.com. Us, South 
American Explorers, your friendly U.S. map distributor. Get it? 


ID__MAP NAME MEMBER/NON-MEMBER_ 


ARGENTINA 
411 Aconcagua Map Summit of the Americas 9.50 12.50 
412 Aconcagua Topo Map 5.00 7.00 
532 Argentina—Chile Map 1:5,000,000 10.95 12.95 
399 Argentina Insight Map—FlexiMap 695 7.95 
400 Argentina Road Map—1:4,000,000 8.95 9.95 
416 Argentina: Nw Provinces 6.00 8.00 
578 Patagonia y Tierra del Fuego—1:1,000,000 12.95 14.95 
402 Tierra del Fuego Map—1:750,000 8:95). 9.95 
561 Valdes Peninsula 10.95 12.95 
BOLIVIA 
580 Bolivia Map ITMB—1:2,000,000 8.95 9.95 
581 Bolivia, A Travel Map—1:2,200,00 10.00 11.00 
481 Brasil Road Map ITMB—1:4,000,000 13.95 14.90 
404 Cochabamba Map Guide 300, 5 7.50 
408 La Paz and its Surroundings 7.00 10.00 
406 La Paz Map Guide 7.00 10.00 
405 Lake Titicaca—Copacabana 7.00 10.00 
533 Peru—Bolivia—Ecuador Map 10.95 12.95 
407 Potosi Map Guide $:50)~- (7,50 
409 Tiwanaku Map Guide 5.50 7.50 
BRAZIL 
536 Brazil Map 1:5,000,000 10.95 12.95 
488 Guide to Rio Map—SALE 5.00 8.00 
CHILE 
532 Argentina—Chile Map 1:5,000,000 10.95 12.95 
531 Carretera Austral Chile—1:1,000,000 5.00 7.00 
402 Tierra del Fuego Map—1:750,000 8.95: 9.95 
795 Torres Del Paine Trek Map 14.95 15.95 
COLOMBIA 
534 Venezuela—Colombia—Ecuador 10.95 12.95 
ECUADOR 
583 Alausi Topo Map 8.00 10.00 
584 Canar Topo 1:50,000 8.00 10.00 
594 Cayambe topo map—1:50,000 5.00 7.00 
574 Chaucha Topo Map 8.00 10.00 
591 Chimborazo Climbing Guide 3.00 4.00 
585 Chimborazo topo 1:50,000 10.00 12.00 
586 Cotopaxi topo 1:50,000 10.00 12.00 
401 Ecuador Travel Reference Map—ITMB 795 8.95 
596 Galapagos Islands Map 10.00 12.00 
485 Galapagos Pocket Guide 10.00 11.00 
623 La Carolina Map—1:50,000 10.00 12.00 
588 Mulalo Topo Map—1:50,000 8.00 10.00 
579 ~Otavalo 6.00 7.00 
533 Peru—Bolivia—Ecuador Map 10.95 12.95 
589 Pintag 1:50,000 7.00 10.00 
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582 Quito Map—ITMB 1:12,500 
534 Venezuela—Colombia—Ecuador 


MEXICO AND CENTRAL AMERICA 


414 Central America Map—ITMB 1:1,100,000 
386 Guatemala Reference Map 
418 Honduras ITMB—1:750,000 
419 Mexico ITMB—1:3,300,000 
790 Nicaragua 
PERU 
630 Amazonas Dept Map (Chachapoyas, Rio Mara-on) 
631 Ancash Dept. Map (Huaraz, Cordillera Blanca) 
632 Apurimac Dept. Map (Abancay, Rio Apurimac) 
593  Archaelogical Machu Picchu Map 
633 Arequipa Dept. Map (Cotahuasi, Colca Canyon) 
634 Ayacucho Dept. Map—1:500,00 (Rio Apurimac) 
794 Camino Inka—Inca Trail Map 
654 Carhuaz 1:100,000 Map 
664 Chivay (32s) Topo Map—1:100,000 
628 Cordillera Blanca—Llanganuco Map 
625 Cordillera Blanca & Huayhuash Map Guide 
656 Corongo (18h) Topo Map 1:100,000 
636 Cusco Department Map 
413 Cusco Tourist Guide 
665 Huambo Dept. Map 
637 Huancavelica Dept. Map (Rio Mantaro) 
662 Huaraz Department Map 
657 Huari (19i) Topo Map— 1:100,000 
627 Inca Trail SAE Map—1:25,000 
640 Junin Dept. Map (Rio Tambo, Huancayo, 
La Merced) 
641 La Libertad Dept. Map (Trujillo) 
642 Lambayeque Dept. Map (Chiclayo) 
622 Lima City Map 
643 Lima Dept. Map (Barranca, Huaraz) 
626 Cordillera Huayhuash 
644 Loreto Dept. Map (Iquitos, Rio Amazonas) 
700 Machu Picchu topo map 
645 Madre de Dios Dept. Map (Manu, Rio 
Tambopata) 
646 Moquegua Dept. Map—1:300,000 
619 Nasca Lines Topo Map—1:10,000 
658 Ocongate (28t) Department Map—1:100,000 
666 Orcopampa Map—1:100,000 
670 Pacaypata Map—1:100,000 
533 Peru—Bolivia—Ecuador Map 
417 Peru (South) ITMB—1:1,500,000 
621 Peru Insight Map—Flexi Map 
421 Peru Road Map 
663 Pomabamba (18i) Topo Map—1:100,000 
649 Puno Department Map—1:670,000 
(Lake Titicaca) 
Recuay Topo Map 1:100,000 
629 Cordillera Vilcanota (Tinqui & Auzangate) Map 
651 Tacna Dept. Map 
652 Tumbes Department Map 
667 Urubamba (27r) Topo Map—1:100,000 
660 Yanahuanca Topo Map—1:100,000 
SOUTH AMERICA 
Amazon Basin Map 
385 South America—Southern ITMB—1:2,800,000 
403 South America ITMB Map —1:5,000,000 
381 South America North—1:4,000,000 
384 South America North East—ITMB 1:4,000,000 
383 South America North West—ITMB 1:4,000,000 
410 The Guianas—ITMB 1:2,000,000 


VENEZUELA 


534 Venezuela—Colombia—Ecuador 
710 Venezuela ITMB Map 1:1,750,000 


TOS» © 78.95 
10.95 12.95 
8.95 10.95 
8.95, (9:95 
795 *8i95 
695 -¢°7:95 
5.00 7.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
5.00 6.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
995 11.95 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
7.00 8.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
13.95 14.95 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
6.00 8.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
8.00 10.00 
10.00 12.00 
6.00 8.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.95 12.95 
95:, 8.95 
6:95 7.95 
10.95 12.95 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
6.00 10.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
10.00 12.00 
S95" ~ "9:95 
71.95. 8.95 
10:95~ “11895. 
10.95 11.95 
795 8.95 
795," 8:95 
6.95 7:95 
10.95 12.95 
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Sete § healt of the Incas: 


Max Milligan (ltem #802) 

Realm of the Incas is a glorious celebration of the fabled Incan civilization. 
Author/photographer Max Milligan captures the breathtaking beauty of 

Peru in a dazzling photographic odyssey. Follow Milligan on his 15 years of 
explorations, a journey from mysterious Machu Picchu to the icy source of the 
Amazon. Wander through the beautiful Sacred Valley, up into the snow-covered 
peaks of the Andes and down into the luxuriant rainforest. With 250 stunning 
photographs and text to match, this is the finest anthology of Incan culture ever. 
$45.00 [Members $42.00] 


AMAZONIA: the Land, the Wildlife, the River, the People 


Alfonso Capelas, Jr. (Item #302) 

An absolutely stunning book of images of the Amazon as it looks todayin 

all of its natural and cultural glory. The photos are accompanied with articles 
explaining the geography, natural environment, and both indigenous and 
European cultures of the Amazon. You'll also learn a bit of history and see what 
may be the future of this glorious place on earth. 160 pages. Hardcover 
Makes a great gift! SALE: $35.00 [Members $33.00} 


Buy both Amazonia and Realm of the Incas and Save! 
$70.00 [Members $65.00] | Order at www.saexplorers.org, or 800-274-0568 
otzortorozozrzozrzososzososososososososososo = 
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